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June is National Ocean Month. The purpose of having a month dedicated to our oceans is not simply to 
recognize their beauty, but also to raise awareness to our connection to them and bring attention to how 
they are ailing from human indifference. There are millions of tons of plastic thrown into the oceans every 
year and currently billions of plastic microfibers in the deep sea. On top of this, the temperature of the 
ocean is rising without any sign of slowing, let alone stopping. All of these things are a result of human 
interaction, and, in turn, this affects not only humans, but also marine life as well.  
 
Perhaps it’s just me, but it seems like every year is the hottest year ever, year after year. And although it 
may be very intuitive to follow that if it’s hotter on land that it must be hotter in the ocean, I hadn’t thought 
about that also being affected by climate change. In fact, the ocean absorbs most of the excess heat from 
greenhouse gas emissions. This affects marine ecosystems which destroys breeding grounds for marine 
life and thus, less fish and mammals. As food for human consumption, it threatens the food security of 
those depending on those fish to survive. On top of this, the rising temperatures also affects the weather 
systems. As the ocean interacts with the atmosphere to create winds, storms, and hurricanes, the 
warming ocean means, among other things, increasing severity of tropical storms which causes damage 
to human structures as well as the make up of the land they cross.  
 
What does this information mean to us? As Buddhists, it is important for us to develop compassion for 
other beings. An example of this can be found in the Karaniya Metta Sutta which has the meditation 
saying, “May all beings be well and safe, may they be at ease. Whatever living beings there may be, 
whether moving or standing still, without exception, whether large, great, middling, or small, whether tiny 
or substantial, whether seen or unseen, whether living near or far, Born, or unborn; may all beings be 
happy. Let none deceive or despise another anywhere. Let none wish harm to another, in anger or in 
hate.” As we go about developing this compassion, we begin to see how our actions impact other beings: 
other humans, marine animals, and even the plant life like coral and kelp. If we truly wish to realize the 
wish within the Metta Sutta, we must take responsibility for how we may be preventing the wellbeing and 
safety of others. This is not to say that we must forsake all of our modern comforts to live solely off the 
land (although if that suits you, please go ahead) but that such a large problem means that all of us must 
contribute in some way to the solution. For the month of June (and hopefully beyond) let us contemplate 
the consequences of our choices and the impact it may have on the connections we have with our ocean 
family.  
 
Gassho,  
Rev. Matthew Hamasaki 

 



 

  

Buddhist Church of Florin 



FUNERAL AND MEMORIAL SERVICES 

 

Funerals 

 

The Buddhist Church of Florin currently is being supervised by the Sacramento Betsuin.  In the event of a death 

in the family, these are guidelines during the time the Buddhist Church of Florin does not have a resident 

minister. 

 

For a Makuragyo service please contact Reverend Matthew Hamasaki at (916) 926-2221. 

 

Effective June 2022, the Buddhist Church of Florin is conducting in-person Funeral services at the Church with 

COVID protocols (i.e., mask, social distance, contact tracing, release of liability) to ensure the safety of our 

Church members.  During this time, the Church is not able to offer any type of onsite dining (Otoki). 

 

Funeral services will be conducted only on the second Sunday of each month in the afternoon.  Please contact 

Reverend Hamasaki to decide the date (second Sunday) and time for the service. 

 

The Buddhist Church of Florin’s Funeral Committee can assist with the preparation and general arrangements 

for the funeral with the family and Betsuin minister.  It is advisable to contact the Funeral Committee on your 

funeral plans.  Please call the Funeral Committee, Walter Menda at (916) 392-1896 or (916) 835-0281 (cell) or 

Dick Kadoya at (916) 764-5972 (cell) for assistance.  

 

Orei guidelines: 

-Orei to officiating Betsuin Minister or Minister Assistant 

-Orei to Buddhist Church of Florin 

 

 

Perpetual Memorial Services (i.e. 49th day, 1st year, 3rd year, 7th year, etc.) 

 

In the event of a family Memorial service, these are guidelines during the time the Buddhist Church of Florin 

does not have a resident minister. 

 

Effective June 2022, the Buddhist Church of Florin is conducting in-person Memorial services at the Church 

with COVID protocols (i.e., mask, social distance, contact tracing, release of liability) to ensure the safety 

of our Church members. 

 

Memorial services will be conducted only on the second Sunday of each month in the afternoon.  Please contact 

Reverend Hamasaki to decide the date (second Sunday) and time for the service. 

 

Orei guidelines: 

-Orei to officiating Betsuin Minister or Minister Assistant 

-Orei to Buddhist Church of Florin 

 

 

Please note that in-person services are subject to cancellation if County/Center for Disease Control guidelines 

change or if it becomes too risky for the health and safety of our Church members to continue with indoor 

gatherings. 

 



Buddhist Church of Florin  

In-Person Service Protocols  
 

Sunday, June 12, 2022, Shotsuki Hoyo Service and Dharma School Graduation/Father’s Day 

Celebration will be held in the Hondo at 11:30 a.m.   

(Zoom services will no long be available).  

 

 

We will continue to follow safety protocols for all in-person services.  The changes are in effect 

starting May 1, 2022: 

• Arrive early to check in at the main entrance to the Hondo. 

• Face masks must always be worn while indoors. 

• Sanitize hands before entering the Hondo or other church facilities. 

• Continue to practice social distancing. 

• Proof of vaccination is no longer required. 

• Services will be held in the Hondo with seating properly spaced apart.  Families 
may be seated together in specified sections.  Families with children 5 years old 
and younger will have special reserved seating areas. 

• No Service Book will be provided (Please bring your own service book or one 
may be purchased from the church for $5). 

• During this time of COVID, the BCF is not able to offer any type of onsite dining. 

• Due to capacity issues, we ask that you RSVP the number of people attending 
by the Sunday prior to the service to florinbuddhist@gmail.com if you plan 
to attend the service.  We hope to see you soon! 
 

Please note that in-person services are subject to cancellation if county/CDC guidelines change 

or if it becomes too risky for the safety and health of our Sangha members to continue with 

indoor gatherings. 

 

In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a 

message to our email list.   
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ONLINE PAYPAL DONATIONS 
You can now make online donations/payments to the church by visiting our website at florinbuddhist.org and clicking on the 
"Donate" button near the bottom of the home page. This is convenient for you to make online donations/payments for such 
things as, osaisen, shotsuki, special services, membership and other services/events.  
 
Contact Kathy Menda at (916) 392-1896 or (916) 761-9469 if you have questions. 

 
 

 
 

http://florinbuddhist.org/


Buddhist Church of Florin 
Governing Board Meeting Highlights  

Meeting Date: May 12, 2022 
 

 

Fundraisers:  The Spring Food Bazaar held on Sunday, May 1st, netted approximately $8,000 and sold 
512 chicken plates, 300 curry rice and 300 chicken salads.  Thank you Jennifer Kubo for chairing this 
successful event and everyone that came out to help! 
 
Next scheduled fundraiser is “BCF Golf Tournament” Thursday, June 2, 2022. 
 
First Vice President, Margie Sunahara:  Continues to be responsible for use and security of the BCF 
facilities and grounds.  Drafting Memorandum of Agreements and reviewing lease proposals for current 
copier machine that ends next month.  
 
BWA, Peggy Okabayashi:   BWA will be sponsoring Mrs. Isako Wasano’s Kimekomi Doll Class 
beginning August 2022, classes to be held 3rd Saturday of each month.  BWA Summer Camp will be held 
on August 9th. 
 
Jr. YBA, Ginny Syphax:  The Board approved “Lock-In” on Saturday July 23, 2022 from 9 AM to 9 PM. 
 
BCF Reopening Committee, Peggy Okabayashi:  Drafted the BCF In-Person Service Protocols 
effective May 8, 2022.  Thank you! 
 
Walter Menda drafted the BCF In-Person Funeral and Memorial Services Protocols. 
Thank You! 
 
BEC, Judy Yuki: Scheduled In-Person Services – June 12th, 11:30am, Shotsuki/DS 
Graduation/Father’s Day; Sunday, July 17th, 11:30am, Shotsuki/Hatsubon/Obon Service; Sunday, August 
14th, 11:30am, Shotsuki Service.  All services require RSVP. 
 
Eric and Elizabeth Fujii are on the ACC 50th Anniversary Committee.  BCF will be participating in the 
fundraiser on September 17th, ACC Ohana Walkathon.  
  



 



 



 
 



 



  



 

 

 

  



 



 



 
Buddhist Church of Florin 

Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant 

$1,500 
 

Public school education is the foundation for a harmonious and prosperous society.  
Unfortunately, public school teachers pay for classroom supplies and educational 
material with their own money because of school budget reductions.  The Buddhist 
Church of Florin supports public school teachers by offering a monetary grant for 
classroom supplies and education materials. 
 
To be eligible for the Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant, you 
must be a full-time public school teacher in Kindergarten through 12th grade; and a 
member of the Buddhist Church of Florin (church membership dues are paid and 
current). 
 
Contact Walter Menda for a Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant 
Application.  Applications are being accepted on an ongoing basis. 
 
How to become a member of the Buddhist Church of Florin?  If you are married, please 
join under the couple/family category or if single, the adult single category.  Contact 
Walter Menda for a Church Membership Form. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



If you haven’t designated Buddhist Church of Florin as your charitable organization, please do…free money to 

BCF! Thank you! 

  





 
 

  

 


