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One Taste When Entering the Ocean of Buddha's Compassion

Hello everyone, August has come. On July 15th, the Hatsubon service and Bon Odori were successfully held
at our church. | saw many people visiting and enjoying the dancing, food, and music. I'm not very good at
dancing, but Bon Odori's choreography for each song is simple. So, after repeating it a few times, our body will
start to memorize it. By the end of a song, most of the people in the circle will have learned the dance well. By
the time | was finally able to remember the choreography, a new song had started, and | even felt the urge to
dance a little more. Every song has its own unique dance routine that you can dance without getting bored.
Even people who didn't know how to dance at first, eventually began to dance like everyone else, and it
reminded me of the image of being born in the Pure Land and becoming one with a Buddha.

Our founder Shinran Shonin described the appearance of a person being born in the Pure Land as the
appearance of fresh water entering seawater and changing to the salty taste of seawater. We call it ICHIMI,
which means i 0 i ea s ttie €aid that those born in the Pure Land can have the Buddha's compassionate
mindset, want to help others, and return to this world. The Nembutsu that we recite is B u d d happ@asance in
front of us in the form of voices. Also, one of the meanings of the Nembutsu is the expression of joy and
gratitude, like we do during Bon Odori, for receiving the Nembutsu.

You can find the word ICHIMI in the sutra ShoshinGe that we recited during the Hatsubon service.

d rmhi s NOHOTSUITINENKIAISHINX
s FUDANBONNOUTOKUNEHANX

W s BONJOGYAKUHOSAIENYUx
=" 4d s NYOSHUSHINYUKAIICHIMI*

When we receive the Nembutsu and the mind of rejoice, we enter Nirvana even without removing our Blind
passion. (Sonomama - As you are)
No matter who we are, our hearts will change completely.
All people will unite in one taste in one ocean. (Ichimi_- One taste)

[ShoshinGe]
Gassho,
NamoAmidauts
Rev Noritakdémada

If youneedo contacRev.Imadayoucanemaihimat:imadabca@gmail.com
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August Monthly Memorial
(Shotsuki Hoyo) Service

The monthly memorial service for those who passed away during the month of August will be held on

Sunday, August 27, 2023, beginning at 10:00 am. The persons who are noted in the Buddhist Church of Florin (BCF)
memorial records as having passed away in the month of August are listed below. If you have a homyo (Buddhist name) on a

card please bring it with you for placement on the onaijin (altar) before the service.

If the year 2023 is a special service year (see table) for a dearly departed relative, please contact Reverend Noritaka Imada,

Buddhist Church of Florin 916-383-1831 or email imadabca@gmail.com to make special memorial arrangements.
Please inform Lois Kashiwase of any corrections or additions to the list.

Abe, Hiroshi

Asano, Yoshiro
Baishiki, Tsune

Fujii, Keiji

Fujimoto, Satono
Fukagawa, Chester Kiyoshi
Fuwa, Rikizo

Fuwa, Warren Hitoshi
Hamataka, Sue Yoshiko
Haramoto, Manzo
Ishigaki, Hisako
Ishikawa, Infant
Kato, Kiyomi
Kawanishi, Natsue
Kimura, Fumiko
Kodama, Ritsu
Kumamoto, Allen
Maruki, Shozaburo
Maruki, Tsuyuko
Mito, Isuyo
Mitsuyoshi, Misako
Mitsuyoshi, Toshiko
Miyata, Yoshinori
Mukai, Sannosuke
Nakaguchi, Sana
Nakahira, Kazutaro

08-25-1917
08-10-1910
08-07-1943
08-27-1939
08-21-1918
08-01-2001
08-26-1936
08-28-1996
08-12-2002
08-16-1939
08-02-1917
08-23-1912
08-13-2014
08-11-1930
08-17-1920
08-09-1948
08-07-1990
08-04-1930
08-09-1930
08-27-1918
08-21-1926
08-21-1926
08-20-1912
08-21-1951
08-18-1917
08-04-1976

Nakamura, Hisako Katherine 08-18-2008

Nakashima, Aiko

08-04-1920

Nakashima, Yasuke

Nishiguchi, Toshiyuki

Nobuso, Seishiro
Okamoto, Fusano
Okazaki, Baby
Okimura, Alice
Ono, Miyokichi
Otani, Robert Alan
Saigo, Toshiaki
Sako, Morito
Sasaki, Fumiko
Sekiguchi, Mitsue
Shijo, Susumu
Sugimoto, Yei
Sumida, Katsumi
Tahara, Tome
Takeoka, Kanao
Takeoka, Mikio
Tanaka, Kay
Terada, Kansuke
Tsukamoto, James
Unno, Toshiuemon
Uno, Yoneko
Yabumoto, Miyeko
Yamamoto, Akio
Yamamoto, Minoru
Yoshida, Heikichi

08-10-1918
08-19-1923
08-09-1975
08-22-1970
08- -1939
08-10-2009
08-27-1911
08-06-2011
08-05-1976
08-24-1956
08-05-2016
08-09-1984
08-03-2006
08-04-1997
08-03-1918
08-17-1913
08-31-2010
08-30-1999
08-08-2009
08-21-1934
08-19-2006
08-04-1904
08-07-1918
08-24-2008
08-15-1921
08-16-1911
08-18-1934

Year Service

2022 Ist Year
2021 3" Year
2017 7% Year
2011 13% Year

2007 17% Year

2023 Memorial Service Schedule

Year
1999
1991
1974

1924

Please schedule a service 1f your loved ones passed away in the following years:
Service

25% Year
334 Year
50t Year
100™ Year




Join us for AugustService

August Shotsuki Hoyo and Family Service
Sunday, August 27, 2023 at0:00 a.m.

Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada

** The front gate maybe locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities. Thank you.

In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a message to our email list.

IMPORTANT LETTER FROM YOUR BCF PRESIDENT
July 20, 2023
Dear Sangha,

| hope all of you are enjoying your summer. | want to share two important items with you which
concern matters happening at our church.

As you may have heard, the Buddhist Church of Florin (BCF) was searching for someone to assume
the duties of Treasurer. | 0 pteased to report that Janice Shintaku Enkoji graciously volunteered to
join the BCF and assume the responsibilities of Treasurer. Thank you Janice, and thank you to Kathy
Menda who performed Treasurer duties for several years.

Also, we learned that Reverend Imada may have to return to Japan in mid-April for approximately one
year, due to Visa renewal regulations. Until then, he will continue to serve both Florin and Lodi
temples. We have been reassured that when Reverend Imada returns he will resume his position. We
will be working with the Buddhist Churches of America to ensure coverage for Florin in his absence.
As we get a clearer understanding of his status, we will share more with our Sangha.

If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at efujii52@gmail.com or call or text me at (916)
955-1954.

In Gassho,

Eric Fujii, President
Buddhist Church of Florin
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Buddhist Church of Florxin
Obon Festivities

“Obon, Obon, it’s Festival Day!”

THANK YOU

Thank you to Everyone for making this year’s Obon a success.
All your help is greatly appreciated. See you at next year’s Obon!

& With new
generations
learning to
dance




Arigato!

Our sincere appreciation and gratitude to the following for their help
and selfless giving to the Buddhist Church of Florin.

Sandy Okuno, Sharon Okamoto and Ann Tsukamoto: For preparing the after -

service refreshments and luncheons for our members to enj oy.

Jennifer Kubo: We appreciate all the hard work you do to make our Food
Fundraisers a great success. She picks up and sorts the mail from the US Post Office
Box and a Iso, for your selfless giving as our Dharma School teacher.

Kathy Menda: For the m any years of dedicated service as Church Treasurer. The
Church is indebted to the many selfless hours that you gave towards the many tasks
you performed as the past Treasurer.

Paul Kashiwase: Thank you for donating a laptop, printer and software for the
Church Treasurero6s use and assisting with

Walter Menda: Thank you for chairing the first in -person Obon Odori in 3 years!
We are thankful for your leadership in planning and organizing this event.

Ginny Syphax: For monitoring the BCF phone cal Is; emails; Facebook page & BCF
website; hosted Sangha Check  -in during the pandemic; and formats and prepares the
0Onenessdé6 newsletter for publication. She
Lotus Club.

Margie Sunahara: For being responsible for t he use and security of BCF facilities

and grounds. Picks up and sorts the mail weekly from the US Post Office Box.

LOTUS: Club: Rain or shine on every Thursday morning the group is committed to
maintaining the church grounds, facilities and many other t asks.

it

setup.

al so



2023 Membership Dues

Thank you to the following members for their 2023 membership dues received in June:

Calvin Abe Cindy DeGuzman Larry Ito

Cheryl Miles Frank Mouton (monthly) Keith & Irene Nakaoka

Steve & Lorraine Otani Debra Yamamoto Burt & Carol Yoshioka
(monthly)

Thank you to all temple members who have paid their membership dues. Your support is greatly
appreciated and helps with the day-to-day operations of the temple. A reminder to those who
have not yet submitted their dues payment. We would appreciate your payment as soon as
possible.

Please direct membership questions to Susan Takeda at (916) 837-5699 or
s.takeda(@comcast.net.

Iif you know someone interested in joining us, please refer them to
florinbuddhist.org for more information & the BCF membership form.

e

),




BuddhistChurchof Florin
Governing Board Meeting Highlights
July 2023

1. ObonOdoriwill beJuly 15at 7:30 pm. Thetime changevasdueto the excessiveheatwarning.Taiko will
beat7 pm. Otheractivitieswill beatthescheduledimes.

2. Theparsonag®lindswill bereplacedwith the costcoveredoy DharmaSchool.
3. BCFwill hosta ChickenThrow Down contestThisis adistrict-wide eventandthe NCDC will beworking

outdetailswith BCF. If youwishto volunteerto helporganizethis fun, socialevent,pleasecontactEric
Fujii (efujii52@gmail.con.

4. Congratulationsventoutto SkylarLam (parentsNadineNouchiandHenryLam)whowonthe BCA gatha
lyric contest. Her lyrics will be setto musiccreatinga newgatha!

5. TheBoardcongratulatecdsacrament&Kendomemberghatcompetedn the NationalKendotournament
heldin Detroit attheendof June.CompetingmembersvereAileen Niizawa, Rei OtoseandWilliam Lee.
William receivedatop 8 finish in his division.

6. TheBoardheardareportfrom PaulaYoshiokawho attendedhe Ogasawar&linic in Honoluluon behalfof
Kyudo Kai Florin. It wasled by a 315t generatiorgrandmasterf the Ogasaward&yu. The Ogasaward&yo
teachekyudoaswell asyabusaméJapanesbow andarrowon horséack)andsamuraiandformal
Japanesetiquette.

7. BWA will hold Summer Camp on August 8. Watch for details to follow.

8. BCFwill berecognizedy theFlorin JACL attheir annualluncheon silentauction,andraffle on December
2. Detailsto follow on howto getticketsto participate.

9. A NewMembereventis beingplannedto welcomethe memberavho joinedduringthe pastthreeyears
sinceBCF hasnot beenableto havea properwelcomeeventdueto Covid.

10. Policehavearrestedajuvenilefor the parsonagdre in thatoccurredon SundayMay 14. Everyone
shouldbevigilant for individualsthatshouldnot be on property.
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