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To Accept Everything That Happens As It Is. [Arinomama]  
 

     In Buddhism, the word "Shohōmuga" means "All existences are devoid of a permanent ego." Meaning, everything 
changes and there is no fixed entity. What we perceive to "exist" is looking at what just happened at that moment and has 
changed. "Shohōmuga" is the perception that they don't really exist. In fact, the existence of "oneself" that we recognize is 
also just a part of the work of the world and just happens. Despite this, suffering arises when things do not go as we 
planned because we try to separate "ourselves" from "this world." 
 

     In 1900-1982 there was a Buddhist minister Rev. Rijin Yasuda from Higashi-Hongwanji-Ha. He 

was a famous Japanese Buddhist scholar and has left many impressive phrases. For example: 

"Life never gets stuck, just our emotions get stuck.", "The voice is in the ear.", "Even if we say we 

got enlightened, we just enlightened that we are lost.", "It's easy to say good things. It's hard to 

say the truth.", "If you feel you have to do it, stop it. If you feel you can't stop yourself from doing 

it, just do it." etc. 

     
One day, Rijin was unfortunately involved in an incident. The house next to him caught fire and also burned down his home. 
At that time, all his important books and notebooks were burnt. They were very important to him as a scholar. An ordinary 
person would be immeasurably distraught. However, he said: "It wasn't burned by anyone. It wasn't burned by me. It just 
burned. Then, I think I could accept this fact as it is. I don't have to hurt myself or others. I learned from this fire." When he 
received the facts in this way, his mind calmed down. He says he learned from this fire that "myself" is always the cause of 
suffering. If I were in his situation, I would find it difficult to stop the feelings of suffering such as sadness and anger. 
      
Even though I know the perception of "Shohōmuga" means "All existences are devoid of permanent ego", I have always 
seen the world selfishly. I feel that his story teaches us the importance of knowing the cause of our suffering. Our daily lives 
change every day, but as a Buddhist, I would like to spend my days of Nembutsu while accepting what life is. Namo Amida 
Butsu 

  
In Gassho, 
Rev. Imada                                               
 
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com 
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Join us for Sunday Services  
 

June Shotsuki Hoyo and Family Service 

Graduation and Father’s Day 

June 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

 
Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

 

 

 **There will be a Pizza and Salad Luncheon to celebrate our Graduates and 

Fathers so in order to prepare enough for everyone, we ask that you please RSVP to 

florinbuddhist@gmail.com. Also, if you would like to contribute a salad for the 

luncheon please indicate when you rsvp.  Thank you!! 
 

Please note that in-person services are subject to cancellation if county/CDC guidelines change or if it becomes 

too risky for the safety and health of our Sangha members to continue with indoor gatherings. In the event of a 

change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a message to our email list.    
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In-Person Obon Festivities 
 

July 15, 2023 
 

“Obon, Obon, it’s Festival Day!”  

We are back to in-person Obon festivities!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Bring your family and friends and join us to experience: 

 

Obon Odori 

 

Japanese Culture Exhibits and Demonstrations 

 

Delicious Food and Shave Ice 

 

 

Obon Festival Day Schedule 

 

Hatsubon and Obon Service    3:00 PM 

Cultural Exhibits/Demonstrations    4:00 – 7:00 PM 

Snack Bar (Food/Drinks/Shave Ice)   4:00 – 8:00 PM 

Obon Odori           7:00 PM 

 

 

7235 Pritchard Road, Sacramento, CA 95828 
(916) 383-1831 

“IN-PERSON” 

HATSUBON AND OBON SERVICE 

OBON FESTIVITIES AND DANCING 



 

 

JULY 15, 2023, SATURDAY 

 

 
Hatsubon/Obon Service (3:00 PM) 

Please attend the Hatsubon/Obon Service in the Temple at 3 PM, followed by Obon Festivities. It is the 

first “In-person” Obon Festivities and Obon Odori in three years!!! 

 

Obon Festivities (4:00 PM to 7:00 PM) 

Food:  Snack Bar in the Temple’s Courtyard serving delicious Food, Drinks and Shave Ice 

 

50/50 Raffle Prize 

 

Cultural Exhibits (in Multi-purpose Room) 

 

Mataro Kimekomi Dolls Ikebana International Paper Crafts 

BWA Boutique  Florin JACL    Sacramento Hiroshima Nikkeijinkai 

  

Cultural Demonstrations (in YBA Hall): 

 

Florin Kyudo Kai-Japanese archery 5:00 PM 

Sacramento Kendo Club-Japanese swordsmanship 5:45 PM 

Sacramento Taiko Dan 6:30 PM 

World-renowned Japanese drumming performers 

 

Obon Odori Dancing 7:00 PM 

Everyone is invited to dance-Grandparents, parents, children, and friends.  Fun, fun for everyone.  

Please attend the Obon Odori Workshop and Obon Odori practices (see below). 

 

Obon Odori Workshop-July 13, Thursday, 5:30 PM (Multi-purpose Room) 

This workshop is co-sponsored by the Florin Dharma School and Florin JACL.  Learn about dance 

background, hand/dance movements, clothing, accessories, and obi tying.  Everyone is invited to this 

educational workshop on the tradition of Obon Odori dancing.  Dinner will be served. 

 

Obon Odori Dancing Practices-7 PM 

Dust off your Kachi Kachi, Uchiwa (fan), Getas and attend the Obon Odori Practices- 

July 5 & 6 and July 11, 12 & 13 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

If you know someone interested in joining us, 

please refer them to florinbuddhist.org for more 

information & the BCF membership form.  



 

It’s not too late to donate! 
 

JR. YBA 
Lock-in Fundraiser 

                                                                               

                                                             

Jr. YBA is having a “Lock-In” Fundraiser is being rescheduled July/July from 9 AM to 9 PM.  
 
At this time, we are asking Sangha and friends for donations for this fundraiser. This year, all donations will be retained by 
Jr. YBA. Donations will be used to fund various Jr. YBA activities in 2024. If you would like to donate, please complete the 
form below and mail it to: 
 
FBC - Jr. YBA 
c/o Ginny Yamamoto-Syphax 
3318 Yosemite Park Way 
Elk Grove, CA 95758-4662 
 

 

 

 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

I would like to support the Florin Jr. YBA in their fundraising efforts for Florin Jr. YBA. 

 

Enclosed is $ __________ for your fundraiser. My check is made 

payable to FBC-Jr. YBA. 

 

Receipts for donations: 

 

1) If you are a church member, your donation will be included in the annual letter of donations 

you will receive from the BCF Treasurer in Jan/Feb 2024. 

 

2) If you are a non-church & would like a receipt for your donation, check here: _____ 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip code: ____________________________________________________________ 

  



 

 

 
 



 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 


