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OBON 

 

Hello everyone! Obon season is here. Obon is a day to remember our ancestors and Dharma friends who were born into 

the Pure Land. It is also a day to reconfirm and rejoice that we will someday meet again in the Pure Land. 

At Jodo Shinshu temples in Hiroshima, Japan, if you visit the graves during the Obon season, you will find the graves 

colorfully decorated with paper decorations called Tōrō. Its origin dates back to the Edo period. According to one theory, 

when a mother loses a child, she makes colorful hand decorations and places them on the child's grave. In the picture 

above, you see the colorful Tōrōs, and a grave surrounded by pure white Tōrōs. The grave with the pure white Tōrōs 

signifies that it is that person’s Hatsubon and was born into the Pure Land less than a year ago. 

People who visit the graves write their names on a Tōrō so that the bereaved will know who visited the gravesite. When 

visiting the graves, we remember the deceased by cleaning the gravestone, offering flowers, and chanting sutras. The 

sutras are the teachings of the Buddha and are messages to all living people. Because, the Buddha's concern is for us, 

those who are living in this limited world, rather than those who have already been born into the Pure Land and became 

Buddhas. 

During this Obon season, we remember those who were born into the Pure Land, and this gives us the opportunity to hear 

the teachings of Buddhism. 

Japanese gravestones often have the words "KU E ISSHO" written on them, which means "We will meet again in one 

place." We are living a limited life and one day we will have to let go of everything and leave this world. But that is not the 

end because there is a place called the Pure Land where we can meet again. Knowing this, is the joy of Nembutsu 

followers. 

The Gatha, Shinshu Shuka's lyrics express the joy of having encountered the teachings of the Nembutsu and gratitude for 

the infinite wisdom and compassion of Amida Buddha. 



 
“Amida you speak to me in teachings profound! 

What happiness you bring to me beyond all compare! 

I truly seek to follow the way you’ve laid for us, 

And gratefully rejoice in your infinite embrace.” Shinshu Anthem 

 

 

 

 

Last month's quiz answers 

What is the popular food to eat on Christmas eve in Japan? 

1. KFC         2. McDonald’s           3. Dunkin Donuts         

The answer is KFC. I think this is because of the impact of the company’s advertising which makes December a very busy 

season for KFC in Japan. 

 

The next quiz 

Which quintessentially Japanese dish originates from Portugal? 

1. Sushi     2. Okonomiyaki     3. Ramen     4. Tempura 

 

In Gassho, 
Rev. Noritaka Imada                                               
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com 
 

mailto:imadabca@gmail.com


 

 



 

 

Join us for July Services 
 

Hatsubon/Obon Cemetery Visitation 

Saturday, July 13, 2024 
Elder Creek at 9:00 a.m. 

Sacramento Memorial at 9:30 a.m. 

East Lawn at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

July Shotsuki Hoyo and Family Service 

Sunday, July 14, 2024 at 10 a.m. 

 

 

Hatsubon Obon Service 
Saturday, July 20, 2024 at 3:00 p.m. 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Michael Endo 

Buddhist Church of Oakland 

 

Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

 

 

 
**The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities.  Thank you.  

 
In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a message to our email list.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buddhist Church of Florin 



 

OBON Festival 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, July 20, 2024 
 

Hatsubon/Nokotsudo Service   3 pm 

   Exhibits & Demonstrations  4 pm – 7 pm 

       Snack Bar  4 pm – 7 pm 

       Sacramento Taiko Dan  6:30 pm 

           Obon Odori  7 pm 

 

Obon Odori Practice: July 9 – 11 & 16 – 18 at 7 pm 

 

Florin Obon Workshop 
July 18 from 5:30 pm 

Sponsored by Florin JACL and Buddhist Church of Florin 

 
7235 Pritchard Road, Sacramento, CA  95828 

Visit www.buddhistchurchofflorin.org 

  



 

HATSUBON AND OBON SERVICE 

OBON FESTIVITIES AND ODORI  
JULY 20, 2024, SATURDAY 

 

Hatsubon/Obon Service 3:00 PM 
Please attend the Hatsubon/Obon Service in the Temple at 3 PM, followed the Obon Festivities  

 

Obon Festivities 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 
Food: Snack Bar in the Temple’s Courtyard serving delicious Food, Drinks and Shave Ice 

 

50/50 Raffle Prize 

 

Cultural Exhibits in the Multi-purpose Room 
Mataro Kimekomi Dolls  BWA Boutique Bonsai Paper Crafts 

Sacramento Hiroshima Nikkei Kinjinkai   Ikebana International 

 

Cultural Demonstrations in the YBA Hall 
Florin Kyudo Kai-Japanese Archery 

Sacramento Kendo Club-Japanese swordsmanship 

Sacramento Taiko Dan-World renowned Japanese drumming performers 

 

Obon Odori Dancing 7:00 PM 
Everyone is invited to dance-Grandparents, parents, children and friends.  Fun, fun for everyone.  

Please attend the Obon Odori Workshop and Obon Odori practices (see below). 

 

Obon Odori Workshop-July 18, Thursday, 5:30 PM in the Multi-purpose Rm 
This workshop is co-sponsored by the Florin JACL and Buddhist Church of Florin.  Learn about dance 

background, hand/dance movements, clothing, accessories, and obi tying.  Everyone is invited to this 

educational workshop on the tradition of Obon Odori dancing.  Dinner will be served. 

 

Obon Odori Dancing Practices-7PM 

Dust off your Kachi Kachi, Uchiwa (fan), Getas and attend the Obon Odori Practices on July 9-11 & 

16-18. 

 

  



 

 
 



 

 

  

  



 
Buddhist Church of Florin 

Governing Board Meeting Highlights 

 

June 12, 2024 

1. Sacramento Kendo will be hosting a tournament in the gym on Sunday, June 23rd. Opening ceremony begins 

at 9:00 am. Everyone is welcome to come watch the tournament. Contact Glenn Harada 

(gcstharada@yahoo.com) for more information. 

2. SAVE THE DATE: Obon Festival is July 20. Service will be at 3 pm with Guest Speaker Rev. Michael 

Endo from the Buddhist Church of Oakland. Obon Odori practice will be July 9, 10, 11 & 16, 17, 18 at 7 

pm. There will be cultural exhibits and demonstrations. See this newsletter for more details about the 

activities and Obon Dance practice. A lot of hands are needed for a successful event. Please volunteer by 

contacting Lois Kashiwase (loiskash2@comcast.net). 

3. The BWA completed the 2024-2026 Election Process. The new Board will be seated in September. 

Congratulations to Peggy Okabayashi (President), Kathy Menda (Vice-President), Shirley Gee (Recording 

Secretary), Margie Sunahara (Treasurer), Jan Takeuchi & Jennifer Kubo (Corresponding Secretaries); Judy 

Shimizu (Membership Chair), Lois Kashiwase (Religious/BEC Representative), Liz Kono (Auditor), 

Sharon Arase (Health & Welfare), Sharon Okamoto & Sandy Okuno (Fundraising Co-Chairs), Carol 

Kusama (Historian) and Hiroko Saigo and Lois Tanaka (Komon). 

4. The Golf Tournament held June 6th was a tremendous success. We appreciate the contributions of the 

participants and volunteers. There were many enthusiastic comments about the food, goodie bags, prizes 

and fun activities held along the course. Special thank you to Rev. Imada, Rev. Yuki and Rev. Candace for 

joining the fun! 

5. The Eagle Scout project to add a dry pond, path and lanterns that was schedule for late May will happen in 

August 3-4 & 17-18.  

6. Have you paid your 2024 membership dues? If not, please send in as soon as possible. You may direct 

questions to Membership Chair, Susan Takeda (s.takeda@comcast.net). Updated directories to distributed 

soon. 
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SANGHA INSIGHTS 
By: Elizabeth Fujii 

 
 
 

 
 

Sandy Okuno was born and raised in Sacramento. She attended 
McClatchy High School and Sac City College. She and her 
husband, Bill, have been married for 31 years and 10 years ago, 
she retired with 34 years of service from Bel Air.  
  
Her mother, Lois Tanaka, is a long-time BCF member and Sandy 
has carried forward a commitment to the BCF through her active 
participation and support of BCF and BWA fundraisers and 
activities.   
 

As a young girl, Sandy played Florin basketball and she is now an avid pickleball 
player at SASF. Based on her experience, she believes sports are a great way to 
engage members of all ages in church activities.   
 
Toward that end, she spearheaded a recent effort to incorporate lines for three 
pickleball courts in the Florin gym when the floors were being refurbished. Her 
motivation being to create a welcome space for everyone to have fun while getting 
some exercise. Dates and times of play can be found on the church calendar. During 
the Summer months when church services are suspended, pickleball courts are open 
at 9:30 AM on Sundays (when a church service is scheduled pickleball starts at 1:00 
PM) and Sandy encourages everyone to come out to play. There is no charge for BCF 
members, and non-members are also welcome to play for a $5 donation. Paddles, 
balls, and simple instruction are available.   
 
Sandy has visited Japan, and looks forward to traveling to Europe one day. She and 
Bill have enjoyed hiking Vernal and Nevada Falls in Yosemite and fishing for Mahi 
Mahi in Hawaii. She also told me about a memorable trip she and a group of 12 BCF 
ladies took to Las Vegas. To celebrate her mother’s 88th birthday they took her to see 
the “Thunder from Down Under” where mom was invited on stage. Sandy stopped 
short of sharing any further details…guess “what happens in Vegas stays in Vegas.” 
 


