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Hello everyone, October has arrived!  
 
A question for everyone. Do you remember what you ate last night? If I were suddenly asked such a question, I would have 
to think for a while before I could respond. I'm sure I ate something delicious, but what on earth did I eat? I just couldn't 
remember, and I had to look in the refrigerator to see the leftovers from last night. We eat meals every day and enjoy every 
meal but often we forget about it right away. Rennyo Shonin taught us that this is the same with Dharma. He said that even 
if you listen to the Buddha Dharma and think they are precious and grateful at the time, after a few days, you forget about 
them. It's like scooping water with a sieve. If that's the case, you just need to keep the sieve under water. In other words, he 
taught us that we should always be in Dharma.  
 
If you look at the Onaijin you will find some food. In Buddhist churches, we offer manju, fruits, or rice in front of the Buddha. 
These are collected after the service and eaten with gratitude. We offer food during the service to remind ourselves to be 
grateful for the food. 
 
This month I would like to share a Rakugo story with you. The title is "I'm afraid of manju." Manju is a steamed bun stuffed 
with sweet bean paste and it is sometimes offered in front of the Buddha in Buddhist churches. This story is set in Japan 
during the Edo period (1603 - 1868). In the Edo period, there wasn't much entertainment like there is today, so it seems that 
getting together and talking was also a form of entertainment. 
 
One day, young people from the town gathered and talked about things they were afraid of or disliked. Everyone was talking 
about how they were afraid of spiders and snakes, but one man was completely silent. When asked what he was afraid of, 
he answered "Nothing." When asked "What about snakes?" he replied, "I wrap those around my head when I have a 
headache, like a headband. They keep my head tight and it feels good." When asked "What about ants?" He replied, "I 
sprinkle them on the rice instead of Furikake." He kept saying things like this and it annoyed everyone. Then they asked, 
him "Isn't there at least one thing you cannot eat?" When everyone asked this questioned, the man finally thought of 
something and shouted out, "I'm afraid of manju." Everyone burst out laughing at what he said, and the man said, "That's 
why I didn't want to tell you. Just the thought of it makes me sick.” Then the man said,” I'm going to lie down in the next 
room for a bit," and left for the next room. The other men decided to play a prank on the arrogant man, so they split up and 
gathered a lot of manju from a sweets shop. Thinking, the man might get scared and die, they threw the manju into the next 
room and closed the sliding door to prevent the man from escaping. The man who was lying down covered himself with the 
futon and said, "Wow, manju! It's scary." The men were pleased that he was scared. Then the man said, "Wow, manju! The 
sweet bean paste is scary. This one is a chestnut manju. The big chestnut is scary. This one is sake manju. It smells of 
sake and it's scary." The men around him finally noticed that something was wrong. When they opened the sliding door next 
to them, they found the man eating the manju with gusto. The people around them thought they had been tricked and said, 
"Stop eating! What are you really scared of?" to which the man replied, "Well... now, I’m afraid of hot tea." The man had 



 
anticipated that if he said he was afraid of manju, they would bring him manju, and his plan worked, resulting in the young 
town people being fooled as the man enjoyed plenty of their favorite manju. 
 

Last month's quiz answers 
 

In Japanese, what do you say to someone who has just returned home? (Welcome back) 

1. Itadakimasu   2. Ittekimasu   3. Tadaima   4.Okaeri 

Okaeri (Welcome back) 
When you leave the house, you say "Ittekimasu (I'm leaving.)" and when you come back you say 
"Tadaima (I'm home.)". 

 
The next quiz 

 
 
What do you say when you answer the phone? 

1. mada mada  2. dame dame  3. Soro soro  4. moshi moshi 

 
 
 

In Gassho, 
Rev. Noritaka Imada                                               
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com 
(916) 383-1831 
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Thank you very much to everyone who volunteered to make the Fall Food 
Fundraiser a success! Without all of our volunteers, it would not have been 
possible to have this fundraiser. 
 
An EXTRA BIG thank you to Brian and Jerry Takemori (cousins to Peggy 
Okabayashi) of Takemori Farms who donated their famous “sweet gem” 
watermelons.  BCF families who volunteered and each customer picking up their 
order were surprised with a free Takemori watermelon! Oiishi!!! Thank you Brian 
and Jerry! 
 
  



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for October Services 
 

Joint Eitaikyo, Late Bishops’ Memorial Service & 

BCA 125th Anniversary Service &  

The Kieshiki Affirmation Ceremony 

Sunday October 13, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.  
Will be held at Buddhist Church of Stockton 

2820 Shimizu Drive, Stockton, CA 95203 

(There will not be a service at BCF)  

   

October Shotsuki Hoyo and Family Service 

Sunday, October 27, 2024 at 10 a.m. 
Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

 
Halloween Party starting at 11:00 AM 

Crafts, Trunk or Treat and more!! 
 

Don’t miss out on the Halloween Party!!!! Please let us know if you will be joining us by 

October 22, 2024 at florinbuddhist@gmail.com. Thank you!! 

 
**The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities.  Thank you.  

 
In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, send out a message to our email list. If you are not on our email list, 

call the office at 916-383-1831. 
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Buddhist Church of Florin 

Governing Board Meeting Highlights 
September 9, 2024 

 
1. The BCA Eitaikyo/125th Anniversary Celebration/Late Bishop’s Memorial Service will be held on October 13 at the Buddhist 

Church of Stockton. The event is free and will include a continental breakfast and luncheon with entertainment provided by 
various temples. If you are unable to attend, the event will be streamed on YouTube. Further details and links to the registration 
and YouTube can be found on our website (BuddhistChurchofFlorin.org).  

2. To allow our volunteers prepare refreshments to attend services, refreshment service will begin about 30 minutes after the 
service. This also allows for Nokotsudo services and Dharma School activities to finish so that everyone may socialize together. 

3. Exciting news! The hondo kitchen is undergoing a facelift. Thank you to the committee (Ann & Lon Tsukamoto, Sharon Okamoto, 
Sandy Okuno, Lloyd Okimura and Mike Kakutani) who secured bids, researched appliances and provided estimates, and will 
continue to liaison with the construction company once work begins at the beginning of next year. 

4. Help!  We need an historian. The position has been vacant for several years and our history records need to be updated. Any 
help is appreciated, and if you have ideas about how to manage digital information and photos, we’d love to hear it. Contact Eric 
Fujii (efujii52@gmail.com). 

5. Thank you to Margie Sunahara for staining baseboards in Sensei’s office, reading room, library and hallways following the carpet 
replacement.  Lloyd Okimura helped with touch-up painting along the baseboards where needed. A big thank you to Margie S. for 

her single-handed polishing, dusting and window washing in those same spaces!  

6. If you have announcements or items you wish to have posted to our website, forward the information to Jan Takeuchi 
(jtakeuchi51@att.net). 

7. Save your sellable items!  BWA is having their Rummage Sale on November 9th. Drop off begins November 6th. Please do not 
donate furniture. If you are donating clothing, only children’s clothing and new items with tags will be accepted.  

8. A contingent of BCF members earned a $1,000 donation (plus tips) for working the bar at the Farm-to-Fork Tower Bridge Dinner. 
Eric Fujii, Elizabeth Fujii, Janice Shintaku, Jeff Enkoji, Ginny Yamamoto Syphax, Ben Kusaka, Sandy Okuno, Sharon Arase, 
Brent Ishida, Lydia Sims, Paul Kashiwase, Lois Kashiwase, Ken Okabayashi, Peggy Okabayashi, Diane Nakao, Diana Shijo, 
Carol Kusama, Jan Takeuchi, Sharon Okamoto, and Gary Okamoto. A big thank you to Elizabeth Fujii who found this activity 
for BCF to participate in and make some $$$ for BCF! 

9. The BCA 125th Anniversary Commemorative Service was held at the Buddhist Church of San Francisco on September 1. The 
service was memorable, and you may view a recording at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALUQ5xxspsg.  The telethon that 
followed raised nearly $50,000. A recording may be viewed at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fACDhIgebq8. 

 

 

 
 

mailto:efujii52@gmail.com
mailto:jtakeuchi51@att.net


 
 

 

 



 

 



 

  



 

  



 
  



 
On September 22, 2024, BCF held the installation of officers for BCF, BWA and Jr. YBA and also welcomed 

new BCF members. Congratulations and thank you for those of you who are volunteering your services and 

welcome again to our new members! 
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Dharma School Board                                                                Jr. YBA Board 

 

 

 

 

 

New members: 

Louis Hannigan & 

Eileen Nakahira Uyeno 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Dates/events are subject to change, please email florinbuddhist@gmail.com to confirm if needed. 

 

 

  

mailto:florinbuddhist@gmail.com


 
Dates/events are subject to change, please email florinbuddhist@gmail.com to confirm if needed. 

 

mailto:florinbuddhist@gmail.com

