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It's already December. Time flies and the year is almost over. In December there are events such as 
Bodhi Day and New Year's Eve Bell Ringing. 
 
Bodhi Day is a memorial service held to commemorate the enlightenment of Shakyamuni. According to 
one theory, Shakyamuni attained enlightenment on December 8th, so Bodhi Day services are held in 
December.  
 
Shakyamuni Buddha attained enlightenment under the Bodhi tree. Before that, he had been practicing 
very hard. He undertook harsh training such as restricting his breathing, being exposed to direct sunlight 
for long periods of time and fasting. No matter how hard he trained, he was unable to find a satisfactory 
answer. Despite this, Shakyamuni continued to practice withstanding hardships both physically and 
mentally, and instead of attaining enlightenment, his mind and body gradually weakened. After six long 
years of training, Shakyamuni was unable to reach any teachings, so he finally abandoned his training and 
purified himself in a nearby river. Shakyamuni was weak and on the verge of giving up, but he regained 
his strength when a passing village girl named Sujata gave him rice porridge with milk. When Shakyamuni 
heard Sujata's song, "If the strings of a harp are tightened too much, they will break, but if they are 
tightened too loosely, the sound will be poor. It is best to tighten the strings of a harp just right," he 
realized that his hard practices were wrong. 
 
With Sujata's help, Shakyamuni recovered both body and mind, and with renewed resolve, he sat down 
under a Bodhi tree and meditated. Along the way, he was tempted by the desires in his mind, but with 
such determination, Shakyamuni did not let himself be led astray, and eventually reached a state of 
enlightenment. Shakyamuni was 35 years old. 
 
 
 

 



 

Last month's quiz answer 
Which of the following words means "shining" in Japanese? 

1. Boro Boro   2. Teka Teka   3. Tsuya Tsuya    4. Pika Pika 

 
The answers are “Teka Teka”, “Tsuya Tsuya” and “Pika Pika” 

In fact, all three of these mean to shine.  
Boro Boro describes something that has become old or worn out due to continued use. 

 
The next quiz 

 
Which of the following onomatopoeia words expresses the stickiness of natto? 

1. Shaba Shaba 2. Beto Beto 3. Neba Neba 4. Sara Sara 
 

 

 

 

 

In Gassho, 
Rev. Noritaka Imada                                               
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com 
(916) 383-1831 
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Join us for December Services 
 

 

December Shotsuki Hoyo; Bodhi Day & Family Service 
December 8, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. 

RSVP by December 4, 2024 

 
New Year’s Eve Service 

Tuesday, December 31, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.   
RSVP by December 28, 2024 

 
New Year’s Day Service 

Wednesday, January 1, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

 

 
There will be a light luncheon following the church service on December 8th, and 

Toshikoshi Soba will be served on December 31th and so in order to prepare enough for 

everyone, we ask that you please rsvp to florinbuddhist@gmail.com.  Also, if you can 

stay after, we appreciate your assistance with cleanup.  Thank you!! 

 
** The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities.  Thank you.  

 
In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a message to our email list.    

 

See you 

on Sunday!!! 
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Attention to those of you who commute to BCF on Florin Road!!! 
 
The Sacramento County Department of Transportation has announced the Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Improvement Project on Florin Road between Franklin Boulevard 
and Power Inn Road beginning November 2024 with anticipated completed in 
September 2025.  When coming to the church, you may want to consider an 
alternate route to avoid the construction on Florin Road. If you would like to learn 
more about this project, visit sacdot.saccounty.gov and under the PROJECTS & 
PROGRAMS tab, follow the “Transportation Projects/Current Projects/Florin Road 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvement Project link. Always be alert and mindful 
when passing through a road construction project to keep the workers safe. At the 
completion of this project, we will have wider roadways for bikes, bus stops, 
reconstructed sidewalks, landscaped medians, new street lights, resurfaced 
roadways and a safer environment. 

  



 

 



 

 

 

  

  



 

 



 
 

Buddhist Church of Florin 

Governing Board Meeting Highlights 
November 14, 2024 

1. The Hondo kitchen remodel project has been updated to include stainless steel cabinetry. Appliances are 

ready for delivery. Once everything is prepared, the remodel itself is expected to take 4-6 weeks. It is 

anticipated to be complete in time for the Super Bowl food bazaar. 

2. Sangha member Jennifer Kubo will receive a well-deserved award for Leadership from the Florin chapter 

of the JACL at their December Awards and Installation banquet. Congratulations Jennifer! 

3. Two benches on the side of the hondo need replacement. There will be a campaign to collect funds in the 

new year selling bench plaques and bricks like the existing ones that can be seen on the grounds. 

4. The security system has undergone an update, making the system easier to use and monitor. 

5. There will be a road improvement project along Florin Rd from Franklin Blvd to Power Inn Rd from 

November 2024 to September 2025. Please be mindful that you may need to consider alternate routes to 

temple at some times.  

6. Help!  We need an historian. The position has been vacant for several years and our history needs an 

update. Any help is appreciated, and if you have ideas about how to manage digital information and photos, 

we’d love to hear it. Contact Eric Fujii (efujii52@gmail.com). 

7. If you have announcements or items you wish to have posted to our website, forward the information to Ginny 

Syphax (gyamisyphax@gmail.com) or Jan Takeuchi (jtakeuchi51@att.net). 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 

  



 
  



 

Buddhist Church of Florin 

Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Scholarships 2025-2026 

 
The Buddhist Church of Florin’s Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Scholarship program 
offers academic financial assistance to our church members’ high school and college 
students with multiple scholarships. 
 
Graduating high school students who will be attending full time and/or students 
attending an accredited college, university or vocational school full time in 2025-2026 
may apply for the scholarships.  The student’s parent(s) or student must be a member 
of the Buddhist Church of Florin to be eligible for the scholarships. 
 
The evaluation criteria will be: 

• Participation in church, community and school activities 

• Scholastic achievement 

• Essay 

• In-person interview 
 
Church Member Parents-Please encourage your children to apply for the Buddhist 
Church of Florin’s Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Scholarships.  Applications will be 
available from the Nakatani Scholarship Committee, Walter Menda, or Florin Dharma 
School Superintendent and Jr. YBA advisors in January 2025. 
 
Application Deadline: Applications must be received by the Nakatani 
Scholarship Chairperson by midnight, April 1, 2025. 
 

 

  



 

 


