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Hello May! In May, we are having Memorial Day and Gotanye services, which is Shinran Shonin’s birthday 
and classes such as cooking, discussion and Japanese language classes. This might be a good chance 
to learn travel-friendly Japanese for our group trip to Japan in 2026. In the cooking class, we will be 
making sushi bake. To explain sushi bake simply, it is crab sticks (imitation crab meat) chopped and 
mixed with sour cream, mayonnaise, sriracha sauce, sesame oil, etc., then placed on top of furikake rice, 
baked, and wrapped in Korean nori seaweed. Please join us in our service, classes and annual visit to the 
cemetery.  
 
The picture above is of Shinran Shonin receiving the Tokudo ceremony as a child. He received his Tokudo 
ceremony and became a monk when he was 9 years old. I received my Tokudo ceremony when I was 23 
years old, so I can appreciate how young Shinran was. I am not sure how Tokudo today differs from that 
of Shinran Shonin's time, but even in my time it was hard. I had a friend who chanted sutras for a long 
time while seiza (sitting on the floor with legs folded), and lost consciousness. 
 
At this time, Shinran Shonin had the Yomei (childhood name), Matsuwaka Maru. “Yomei” refers to the 
childhood name that children use until they reach adulthood. When they became adults, they were given 
their adult names. During the Warring States period, many young children lost their lives to illness, so 
childhood names were given to children with the hope that they would reach adulthood safely. 
We will hold Gotanye service on his birthday to express our gratitude to Shinran Shonin, who survived 
difficult times and spread the teachings of Nembutsu. 
 
 

Last month's quiz answer 
In Japanese, words are often shortened, such as Starbucks becoming  

“Sutaba” and McDonald's becoming “Makku or Makudo.” So how would you shorten Seven-Eleven? 

1. Seven  2. Sebu  3. Sebu-Ire  4. Seleven 



 

Answer: 1 and 3 
Interestingly, in the Kansai area, such as Kyoto and Osaka, Seven-Eleven is called Sebu-ire, but in 

the Kanto area, such as Tokyo, it is called Seven. 
 

The next quiz 

 
At a restaurant, how do you say "Can I have the check, please?" in Japanese? 

1. Oishii  2. Irasshaimase  3. Okaikei   4. Ocha 

 

In Gassho, 
Rev. Noritaka Imada                                               
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com 
(916) 383-1831 
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Join us for Sunday Service 
 

GOTANYE; May Shotsuki 

Family Service and Mother’s Day 

Sunday, May 11, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

Memorial Day and Family Service 

Sunday, May 25, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

Memorial Day Cemetery Visitations 

Monday, May 26, 2025 

Elder Creek at 9:00 a.m. 

Sacramento Memorial at 9:30 a.m. 

East Lawn at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

  
 

There will be a light luncheon following the May 11th church service and in order to 

prepare enough for everyone, we ask that you please rsvp to 

florinbuddhist@gmail.com by May 7th.  Thank You!! 

 
** The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities.  Thank you.  

 
In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a message to our email list. 
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HATSUBON AND OBON SERVICE 

OBON FESTIVITIES AND ODORI  
JULY 19, 2025, SATURDAY 

 

Hatsubon/Obon Service 3:00 PM 

Please attend the Hatsubon/Obon Service, Guest Speaker Rev. Henry Adams from San Mateo 

Buddhist Temple at 3 PM, followed by the Obon festivities.  

 

Obon Festivities 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

Food: Snack bar in the temple’s courtyard serving delicious food, drinks and shave ice and 

more.     50/50 Raffle Prize 

 

Cultural Exhibits in the Multi-Purpose Room: 

Mataro Kimekomi Dolls  BWA Boutique Paper Crafts  Florin JACL 

Sacramento Hiroshima Nikkeijin Kai  Ikebana International 

 

Cultural Demonstrations in the YBA Hall: 

Florin Kyudo Kai - Japanese Archery 

Sacramento Kendo Club - Japanese swordsmanship 

Sakura Minyo Doo Koo Kai, Henry Mizushima (fue) with Sacramento Taiko Dan-world 

renowned Japanese drumming performers. 

 

Obon Odori Dancing 7:30 PM 

Everyone is invited to dance-Grandparents, parents, children and friends.  Fun, fun for 

everyone! 

 

Obon Odori Workshop-July 17, Thursday, 5:30 PM in the Multi-purpose Rm 

This workshop is co-sponsored by the Florin JACL and Buddhist Church of Florin.  Learn 

about dance background, hand/dance movements, clothing, accessories, and obi tying.  

Everyone is invited to this educational workshop on the tradition of Obon Odori dancing.  

Dinner will be served. Limited space so please RSVP to  

Jenny Takahashi jmtakahashi@me.com. 

 

Obon Odori Dancing Practices-7 PM 

Dust off your kachi kachis, uchiwa (fan), getas and attend the Obon Odori practices on July 8-

10 & 15-17. 
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The order form is also on the next page of this newsletter. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  



 
  



 
 

  



 

 


