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[Amida's compassion and the rain falls equally on everyone] 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Hello June! Sometimes during June it is very hot and I hope everyone stays hydrated. 
 
 I have sensitive skin, so I really like the dry climate of America. But in Japan, it rains almost every day in June. June is 
called "Minazuki". 
 
During the rainy season, you may suddenly stop and notice something while watching the raindrops falling from the sky. 
"Water from a watering can is only poured onto the plants that it wants to water." But the rain that falls from the sky does not 
choose anyone. It falls equally on blooming flowers and weeds by the roadside. It is just like the compassion of Amida 
Buddha. In our daily lives, we inevitably distinguish between people and things, such as "like" and "dislike," "good" and 
"bad." We open our hearts to people who are kind to us and keep our distance from people we don't like. We applaud 
people who try to live righteously and turn our backs on people who make mistakes. It is true that these are human 
emotions. But Amida Buddha's compassion is different. He shows compassion to not only blooming flowers, but also to 
weeds that are likely to be trampled on. Buddha’s compassion is poured out without choice and without discrimination. 
Amida Buddha never looks at our appearance or past actions and says, "I will save this person, but I will not save that 
person." On the contrary, it is those who have given up on themselves, saying, "I'm nothing...", who he wishes to save. 
Sometimes we blame ourselves too often or compare ourselves to others and feel depressed. Or we may notice the anger 
and weakness inside of us and lament that our heart is not good. However, no matter what thoughts we have, or how 
negative our feelings are, the rain that falls from the sky will gently touch our cheeks and shoulders. In the same way, Amida 
Buddha's compassion is also poured upon us, no matter who we are. This is not because we are great, or because we are 
making an effort. It is because Amida Buddha's unchanging wish to "save us just as we are" reaches us even now. The 
Buddha's compassion is often compared to "light." But we feel the Buddha's work even in the rain. On a sunny day, we are 
illuminated by the Buddha's light. On rainy days, we feel as if the Buddha's gaze is in the drops. At this very moment, there 
may be people who are shedding tears for someone. There may be people who are suffering beyond help. I hope that this 
rain of compassion will reach the hearts of such people. On cloudy and rainy days, Amida's work is certainly with us. Let's 
enjoy such a June together.  
 
In his Wasan, Shinran Shonin wrote, "The Amida Buddha’s vow shines equally on us, no matter how much desire we have 
or lost we may be, and we are encouraged to simply recite the Nembutsu while being illuminated by that light. Finally, I 
would like to quote the words of Shinran from Jodo Wasan: 
 



 
“Let us entrust ourselves to Amida’s great vow which was made for those people who lost in wrongdoing and sorrow. 

Amida's boundless light reaches us all equally and gently encourages us to recite the Namo Amida Butsu with a sincere 
heart. “[Jodo Wasan/Shinran Shonin] 

弥陀の本願信ずべし 罪悪生死のわれらをば 光明無量にてらしつつ 念仏まことに勧めけり『浄土和讃

』 

 

Last month's quiz answer 

At a restaurant, how do you say "Can I have the check, please?" in Japanese? 

1. Oishii  2. Irasshaimase  3. Okaikei   4. Ocha 

Answer     3. Okaikei  
Oishii means delicious, Irasshaimase means welcome, and Ocha means tea. 
These were everyday Japanese conversations you might hear in a restaurant. 

 
The next quiz 

 
Which adjective describes hotness? 

1. Samui   2. Hayai   3. Amai   4. Atui 

 

In Gassho, 
Rev. Noritaka Imada                                               
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com 
(916) 383-1831 
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Join us for Sunday Service 
 

June Shotsuki Hoyo and Family Service 
Celebrating Dharma School Graduates 

and Father’s Day  

Sunday, June 8, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

 
 

There will be a light luncheon following the church service and  

in order to prepare enough for everyone, we ask that you please  

rsvp to florinbuddhist@gmail.com by June 4th.  Thank You!! 

 
** The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities.   

 
In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a message to our email list. 
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HATSUBON AND OBON SERVICE 

OBON FESTIVITIES AND ODORI  
JULY 19, 2025, SATURDAY 

 

Hatsubon/Obon Service 3:00 PM 

Please attend the Hatsubon/Obon Service, Guest Speaker Rev. Henry Adams from San Mateo 

Buddhist Temple at 3 PM, followed by the Obon festivities.  

 

Obon Festivities 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

Food: Snack bar in the temple’s courtyard serving delicious food, drinks and shave ice and 

more.     50/50 Raffle Prize 

 

Cultural Exhibits in the Multi-Purpose Room: 

Mataro Kimekomi Dolls  BWA Boutique Paper Crafts  Florin JACL 

Sacramento Hiroshima Nikkeijin Kai  Ikebana International 

 

Cultural Demonstrations in the YBA Hall: 

Florin Kyudo Kai - Japanese Archery 

Sacramento Kendo Club - Japanese swordsmanship 

Sakura Minyo Doo Koo Kai, Henry Mizushima (fue) with Sacramento Taiko Dan-world 

renowned Japanese drumming performers. 

 

Obon Odori Dancing 7:30 PM 

Everyone is invited to dance-Grandparents, parents, children and friends.  Fun, fun for 

everyone! 

 

Obon Odori Workshop-July 17, Thursday, 5:30 PM in the Multi-purpose Rm 

This workshop is co-sponsored by the Florin JACL and Buddhist Church of Florin.  Learn 

about dance background, hand/dance movements, clothing, accessories, and obi tying.  

Everyone is invited to this educational workshop on the tradition of Obon Odori dancing.  

Dinner will be served. Limited space so please RSVP to  

Jenny Takahashi jmtakahashi@me.com. 

 

Obon Odori Dancing Practices-7 PM 

Dust off your kachi kachis, uchiwa (fan), getas and attend the Obon Odori practices on July 8-

10 & 15-17. 
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Newsletter Survey Results 
 

In April, a newsletter survey was sent to all members and thank you to the 29 members for 
taking the time to respond. Happy to report the monthly newsletter is read, prefer an email 
version, a few prefer a paper format, to receive it monthly and would approve paying for the 
service if necessary. Comments included: the Oneness is a way to connect with the church, 
sangha, and community, enjoy the “Get to Know the Sangha” articles, like Sensei’s articles, 
enjoy Sensei’s word games and Japanese quizzes/lessons, Dharma School articles, really 
appreciate Skylar Lam’s understanding and insightful contributions, 2-month calendars, 
condolences, articles on special events/activities, important action taken by the Board, the 
website has a lot of information, would like short articles that strengthen knowledge of 
Buddhism, we really enjoy receiving the newsletter monthly, and my dad and I read it cover 
to cover!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended Sensei’s Baked Sushi Cooking Class! Oiishi! 

 

 

 



 
  



 
 

 

  



 

 



 

 

 

 


