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July 2025                                                                           Volume 7 

  [The Light of a Candle] 

 

July is here, and it is the season of Obon. The Hatsubon service is held to honor those who have passed away within 
the past year. Obon, more broadly, is a time to remember not only those we lost recently, but all those who have 
passed before us. Many people come to our church during this time, bringing with them the memories of the 
people who were born into the Pure Land before us. 

Among the various offerings placed before the Buddha, such as flowers and incense, there is also the candle. The 
quiet flame of a candle has a way of calming our mind. When we look at its gentle light, we are invited to pause and 
reflect. This simple flame teaches us many things. 

A candle burns to light the world around it, but in order to do that, it needs to burn its own wax to create light. Just 
like this candle, some of us donate our time and energy to support others. Parents who worked hard for their 
families. Members who gave their efforts for the churches, communities or neighborhoods. Their lives were lights 
that warmed those around them. This kind of giving is not about sacrifice. Rather, it is the joy of lighting up 
someone else’s smile that brings meaning to such a life.  

The flame of a candle sways when the wind blows. But it does not go out right away. It trembles, yet holds on. Our 
hearts are much the same. In times of grief or anxiety, we may feel shaken. But sometimes, a single word or a smile  
from someone can become the support we need to keep going. 

A candle also shines more brightly in the dark. Outside in the daytime, the candle flame is hard to see. But in the 
darkness, even the smallest flame stands out. Life is similar. In joyful times, we may overlook certain truths. But 
when sadness or loneliness comes, we begin to see what is truly important. Obon offers us this kind of moment. It 
reminds us of the fragile nature of life. Even when we go about our daily lives assuming that life will go on 
indefinitely, Obon gives us a chance to reflect on those who have entered the Pure Land, and on the fact that we, 
too, are living lives that could end at any time.  

The flame of a candle can also be passed to another candle. The original flame does not disappear. It continues to 
burn, and now there are two lights. In the same way, the kindness and compassion we received from those who 
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have gone before us remain within us. And we can pass that light to others. This is how life continues, through 
connection. 

Lastly, a candle needs a wick in order to burn. Even with plenty of wax, without a wick the flame cannot be lit. So we 
must ask, what is the wick within us? What is our center? Who do we live for? What do we truly value? Perhaps those 
who have gone to the Pure Land before us are the ones who help us find these answers. 

When we encounter the teachings of the Buddha, we are given a chance to discover the core of our being. And 
when we live from that core, we can become a source of light for others as well. 

There is a phrase in Shin Buddhism: “Jishin kyo ninshin” — “By deepening one’s own entrust to the Buddha, we help 
others to entrust as well.” In other words, by living with the teachings of the Buddha and the Nembutsu, we 
naturally inspire it in others. Just like the flame of one candle lighting another. 

The candle on the Obon altar is not just a decoration. It is a message. It quietly reminds us of how to live, and how 
to carry forward the warmth of those who came before us. This Obon, may we light a candle not only with our 
hands, but with our hearts. May we reflect on those who have been born into the Pure Land, and allow their 
warmth to continue shining in our lives. And may we walk this path guided by the light of Amida Buddha. 

Namo Amida Butsu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Gassho, 

Rev. Noritaka Imada                                               
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com 

(916) 383-1831  

mailto:imadabca@gmail.com
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Last month's quiz answer 

 

Which adjective describes hotness? 

1. Samui   2. Hayai   3. Amai   4. Atui 

Answer: Atsui (Hot) 

Samui (Cold),  Hayai (Fast),  Amai (Sweet) 

 

This month’s quiz 

 

Q: What does the Japanese word “Obon” mean? 

 (More than one correct answer!) 

1. A serving tray for food 

2. A summer festival to honor ancestors 

3. A type of traditional clothing   

4. A famous Japanese mountain 
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Meet members of the church 

 

1. He loves fishing! 

We are creating fun portraits for a future quiz. If you’re okay with having your likeness appear in 
the newsletter, please send me a photo of yourself! 

imadabca@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:imadabca@gmail.com
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July Monthly Memorial 

(Shotsuki Hoyo) Service 

 

The monthly memorial service for those who passed away during the month of July will be held on Sunday, July 13, 2025 

at 10:00 am.  The persons who are noted in the Buddhist Church of Florin’s (BCF) memorial records as having passed 

away in the month of July are listed below.  If you have a homyo (Buddhist name) on a card, please bring it with you for 

placement on the onaijin (altar) before the service. If the year 2025 is a special service year (see table) for a dearly departed 

loved one, please contact Reverend Noritaka Imada, Buddhist Church of Florin at 916-383-1831 or email 

imadabca@gmail.com to make special memorial arrangements.  Please inform Lois Kashiwase of any corrections or 

additions to the list. 

Abe, James 07-02-2013 
Abe, Masatoshi 07-14-1991 
Abe, Shotaro 07-30-1923 
Baishiki, Stanley Ray 07-24-1986 
Fukumoto, Jean Sakayo 07-01-1987 
Furukawa, Fumiko 07-10-1916 
Furukawa, Shigeo 07-06-1952 
Hamakawa, Edward 07-24-2004 
Imahara, Mika 07-16-1940 
Kadokawa, Hideo 07-10-2012 
Kanemoto, Tahei 07-23-1942 
Kato, Toshie 07-06-1958 
Kawaji, Shunjiro 07-02-1941 
Kawamoto, Chieko 07-13-1906 
Kawamura, Takeo 07-17-1913 
Kawanishi, Yachiyo 07-20-1981 
Kishaba, Masahiro 07-22-1947 
Kishaba, Yasuhiro Mack 07-12-2000 
Kohagura, Shizu 07-23-1923 
Kurima, Baby 07-20-1941 
Kuroda, Hideo 07-22-2002 
Maeda, Rinzo 07-18-1936 
Matsui, Yukiko 07-3-2021 
Matsumoto, Takara 07-23-1940 
Miyano, Kiyono 07-20-1998 
Mukai, Mitsuye 07-07-2017 
Nagao, Chizuru 07-17-1952 
Nakagawa, Jim Shigeo 07-21-1987 
Ohta, Komi 07-21-1992 
Okasaki, Etsuko 07-05-2020 

Onodera, Eiko 07-22-1991 
Otani, Chieko Loretta 07-25-2020 
Otani, Masuno 07-21-1980 
Otani, Morizo 07-04-1967 
Oyama, Shigeo 07-03-1989 
Sadoyama, Matsu 07-15-1991 
Saigo, Fumiko 07-31-2000 
Sentani, Baby 07-06-1911 
Shiizaki, Toshie 07-09-1926 
Shimosaka, Yoshiaki 07-01-1936 
Shintaku, John 07-06-1963 
Sonoda, Masaru 07-05-1950 
Sugimoto, Chuichi 07-21-1981 
Sumida, Masato 07-11-1924 
Takahashi, George Mitsuo 07-30-2001 
Takahashi, Sakae 07-29-1936 
Takeoka, Jane Hidemi 07-01-1950 
Tamura,  07-08-1913 
Tanaka, Barry Miles 07-19-2003 
Tanaka, Tomokichi 07-20-1970 
Taniguchi, Jack Daihachi 07-14-1967 
Taniguchi, Jim Susumu 07-26-2004 
Tsuda, Mitsuyo 07-27-1936 
Tsukamoto, Mary 07-16-2006 
Usami, Genjiro 07-26-1952 
Wakabayashi, Hideichi 07-06-1973 
Yamamoto, Asako 07-16-1978 
Yamanaka, Tora 07-15-1975 
Yamashita, Bradley 07-07-1988 

2025 Memorial Service Schedule 
Please schedule a service if your loved ones passed away in the following years: 

Year Service Year Service 
2024 1st   Year 2001 25th   Year 
2023 3rd   Year 1993 33rd   Year 
2019 7th   Year 1976 50th   Year 
2013 13th Year 1926 100th Year 
2009 17th Year 
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CONDOLENCES 

 
The Buddhist Church of Florin extends its deepest sympathies and condolences to the family 
members of the loved one that left our midst to be with Amida Buddha. 

 
NAMO AMIDA BUTSU 

 
ERIC UMEDA 

November 9, 1960 to May 24, 2025 
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Join us for July Services 

 
 

Hatsubon/Obon Cemetery Visitation 
Saturday, July 12, 2025 
Elder Creek at 9:00 a.m. 

Sacramento Memorial at 9:30 a.m. 
East Lawn at 10:30 a.m. 

 
 

July Shotsuki Hoyo and Family Service 
Sunday, July 13, 2025 at 10 a.m. 

 
 

Hatsubon/Obon Service 
Saturday, July 19, 2025 at 3:00 p.m. 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Henry Adams 
San Mateo Buddhist Temple 

 
Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

 
 

** The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities.   
 
In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a message to our email list. 
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HATSUBON AND OBON SERVICE 
OBON FESTIVITIES AND ODORI  

JULY 19, 2025, SATURDAY 
 

Hatsubon/Obon Service 3:00 PM 
Please attend the Hatsubon/Obon Service, Guest Speaker Rev. Henry Adams from San Mateo 
Buddhist Temple at 3 PM, followed by the Obon festivities.  
 
Obon Festivities 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

Food: Snack bar in the temple’s courtyard serving delicious food, drinks and shave ice and 
more.     50/50 Raffle Prize 

 
Cultural Exhibits in the Multi-Purpose Room: 
Mataro Kimekomi Dolls  BWA Boutique Paper Crafts  Florin JACL 
Sacramento Hiroshima Nikkeijin Kai  Ikebana International 
 
Cultural Demonstrations in the YBA Hall: 
Florin Kyudo Kai - Japanese Archery 
Sacramento Kendo Club - Japanese swordsmanship 
Sakura Minyo Doo Koo Kai, Henry Mizushima (fue) with Sacramento Taiko Dan-world 
renowned Japanese drumming performers. 

 
Obon Odori Dancing 7:30 PM 
Everyone is invited to dance-Grandparents, parents, children and friends.  Fun, fun for 
everyone! 
 
Obon Odori Workshop-July 17, Thursday, 5:30 PM in the Multi-purpose Rm 
This workshop is co-sponsored by the Florin JACL and Buddhist Church of Florin.  Learn 
about dance background, hand/dance movements, clothing, accessories, and obi tying.  
Everyone is invited to this educational workshop on the tradition of Obon Odori dancing.  
Dinner will be served. Limited space so please RSVP to  
Jenny Takahashi jmtakahashi@me.com. 
 
Obon Odori Dancing Practices-7 PM 
Dust off your kachi kachis, uchiwa (fan), getas and attend the Obon Odori practices on July 
8-10 & 15-17. 

mailto:jmtakahashi@me.com
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2025 Membership Dues 
 

Thank you to the following members for their 2025 membership dues received in May/June: 
 
            
Yukie Hoffman (semi-annual) Mike & Carol Kusama  
Scott Louie & Diane Enomoto Kat Moriyama-Liss   
Eileen Nakahira & David Uyeno (semi-annual)   Kathy Oda 
Janet Sonoda   Michael Sonoda  Frank Yamanaka   
Tracy & Jarret Yee   Burt & Carol Yoshioka (monthly) 
Tadashi Yuki (quarterly) 
 
Please direct membership questions to Susan Takeda at (916) 837-5699 or s.takeda@comcast.net. 
 
 
 
Directory Changes: 
 
Katherine Oda – phone number (916) 612-1934 
Scott Louie & Diane Enomoto – remove home phone number 
                                                         add Diane’s phone number (916) 799-0515 
Reverend Imada – phone number (916)279-5059 
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         Buddhist Church of Florin Dharma School 

News & Events- July 2025 

“B.R.A.I.D.” – Building Respectful Awareness 

 

      
Close of Day 

 

Scarlet to violet 
From time immemorial 
Look t’wards the sunset  

-Skylar Lam 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Upcoming Dharma  Lesson/Activities 
 

July 4, 2025   4th of July Gathering  7:00pm 

July 19, 2025   Obon/Hatsubon 

August 24, 2025  Basketball Instructional Clinic (ages 4-8 years old) 10:00-11:30am 

Sept.14, 2025  Basketball Instructional Clinic (ages 4-8 years old) 10:00-11:30am 

Sept. 28, 2025  Basketball Instructional Clinic (ages 4-8 years old) 11:00am-12:30pm 

Oct. 26, 2025  Halloween Party 11:00am-1:00pm 

    Basketball Instructional Clinic (ages 4-8 years old) 1:00-2:30pm 
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