ONENESS

Buddhist Church of Florin

July 2025 Volume 7
[The Light of a Candle]

July is here, and it is the season of Obon. The Hatsubon service is held to honor those who have passed away within
the past year. Obon, more broadly, is a time to remember not only those we lost recently, but all those who have
passed before us. Many people come to our church during this time, bringing with them the memories of the
people who were born into the Pure Land before us.

Among the various offerings placed before the Buddha, such as flowers and incense, there is also the candle. The
quiet flame of a candle has a way of calming our mind. When we look at its gentle light, we are invited to pause and
reflect. This simple flame teaches us many things.

A candle burns to light the world around it, but in order to do that, it needs to burn its own wax to create light. Just
like this candle, some of us donate our time and energy to support others. Parents who worked hard for their
families. Members who gave their efforts for the churches, communities or neighborhoods. Their lives were lights
that warmed those around them. This kind of giving is not about sacrifice. Rather, it is the joy of lighting up
someone else’s smile that brings meaning to such a life.

The flame of a candle sways when the wind blows. But it does not go out right away. It trembles, yet holds on. Our
hearts are much the same. In times of grief or anxiety, we may feel shaken. But sometimes, a single word or a smile
from someone can become the support we need to keep going.

A candle also shines more brightly in the dark. Outside in the daytime, the candle flame is hard to see. But in the
darkness, even the smallest flame stands out. Life is similar. In joyful times, we may overlook certain truths. But
when sadness or loneliness comes, we begin to see what is truly important. Obon offers us this kind of moment. It
reminds us of the fragile nature of life. Even when we go about our daily lives assuming that life will go on
indefinitely, Obon gives us a chance to reflect on those who have entered the Pure Land, and on the fact that we,
too, are living lives that could end at any time.

The flame of a candle can also be passed to another candle. The original flame does not disappear. It continues to

burn, and now there are two lights. In the same way, the kindness and compassion we received from those who
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have gone before us remain within us. And we can pass that light to others. This is how life continues, through

connection.

Lastly, a candle needs a wick in order to burn. Even with plenty of wax, without a wick the flame cannot be lit. So we
must ask, what is the wick within us? What is our center? Who do we live for? What do we truly value? Perhaps those
who have gone to the Pure Land before us are the ones who help us find these answers.

When we encounter the teachings of the Buddha, we are given a chance to discover the core of our being. And
when we live from that core, we can become a source of light for others as well.

There is a phrase in Shin Buddhism: “Jishin kyo ninshin” — “By deepening one’s own entrust to the Buddha, we help
others to entrust as well.” In other words, by living with the teachings of the Buddha and the Nembutsu, we
naturally inspire it in others. Just like the flame of one candle lighting another.

The candle on the Obon altar is not just a decoration. It is a message. It quietly reminds us of how to live, and how
to carry forward the warmth of those who came before us. This Obon, may we light a candle not only with our
hands, but with our hearts. May we reflect on those who have been born into the Pure Land, and allow their
warmth to continue shining in our lives. And may we walk this path guided by the light of Amida Buddha.

Namo Amida Butsu.

In Gassho,

Rev. Noritaka Imada

If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com
(916) 383-1831
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Last month's quiz answer

Which adjective describes hotness?
1. Samui 2.Hayai 3. Amai 4. Atui
Answer: Atsui (Hot)

Samui (Cold), Hayai (Fast), Amai (Sweet)

This month’s quiz

&

-

Q: What does the Japanese word “Obon” mean?
(More than one correct answer!)
1. Aserving tray for food
2. Asummer festival to honor ancestors
3. Atype of traditional clothing

4. A famous Japanese mountain
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GUESS ?

WHO?

Meet members of the church

1. He loves fishing!

We are creating fun portraits for a future quiz. If you're okay with having your likeness appear in
the newsletter, please send me a photo of yourself!

imadabca@gmail.com
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July Monthly Memorial
(Shotsuki Hoyo) Service

The monthly memorial service for those who passed away during the month of July will be held on Sunday, July 13, 2025
at 10:00 am. The persons who are noted in the Buddhist Church of Florin’s (BCF) memorial records as having passed
away in the month of July are listed below. If you have a homyo (Buddhist name) on a card, please bring it with you for
placement on the onaijin (altar) before the service. If the year 2025 is a special service year (see table) for a dearly departed
loved one, please contact Reverend Noritaka Imada, Buddhist Church of Florin at 916-383-1831 or email
imadabca@gmail.com to make special memorial arrangements. Please inform Lois Kashiwase of any corrections or

additions to the list.

Abe, James 07-02-2013 Onodera, Eiko 07-22-1991
Abe, Masatoshi 07-14-1991 Otani, Chieko Loretta 07-25-2020
Abe, Shotaro 07-30-1923 Otani, Masuno 07-21-1980
Baishiki, Stanley Ray 07-24-1986 Otani, Morizo 07-04-1967
Fukumoto, Jean Sakayo 07-01-1987 Oyama, Shigeo 07-03-1989
Furukawa, Fumiko 07-10-1916 Sadoyama, Matsu 07-15-1991
Furukawa, Shigeo 07-06-1952 Saigo, Fumiko 07-31-2000
Hamakawa, Edward 07-24-2004 Sentani, Baby 07-06-1911
Imahara, Mika 07-16-1940 Shiizaki, Toshie 07-09-1926
Kadokawa, Hideo 07-10-2012 Shimosaka, Yoshiaki 07-01-1936
Kanemoto, Tahei 07-23-1942 Shintaku, John 07-06-1963
Kato, Toshie 07-06-1958 Sonoda, Masaru 07-05-1950
Kawaji, Shunjiro 07-02-1941 Sugimoto, Chuichi 07-21-1981
Kawamoto, Chieko 07-13-1906 Sumida, Masato 07-11-1924
Kawamura, Takeo 07-17-1913 Takahashi, George Mitsuo  07-30-2001
Kawanishi, Yachiyo 07-20-1981 Takahashi, Sakae 07-29-1936
Kishaba, Masahiro 07-22-1947 Takeoka, Jane Hidemi 07-01-1950
Kishaba, Yasuhiro Mack 07-12-2000 Tamura, 07-08-1913
Kohagura, Shizu 07-23-1923 Tanaka, Barry Miles 07-19-2003
Kurima, Baby 07-20-1941 Tanaka, Tomokichi 07-20-1970
Kuroda, Hideo 07-22-2002 Taniguchi, Jack Daihachi 07-14-1967
Maeda, Rinzo 07-18-1936 Taniguchi, Jim Susumu 07-26-2004
Matsui, Yukiko 07-3-2021 Tsuda, Mitsuyo 07-27-1936
Matsumoto, Takara 07-23-1940 Tsukamoto, Mary 07-16-2006
Miyano, Kiyono 07-20-1998 Usami, Genjiro 07-26-1952
Mukai, Mitsuye 07-07-2017 Wakabayashi, Hideichi 07-06-1973
Nagao, Chizuru 07-17-1952 Yamamoto, Asako 07-16-1978
Nakagawa, Jim Shigeo 07-21-1987 Yamanaka, Tora 07-15-1975
Ohta, Komi 07-21-1992 Yamashita, Bradley 07-07-1988
Okasaki, Etsuko 07-05-2020
2025 Memorial Service Schedule
Please schedule a service if your loved ones passed away in the following years:

Year Service Year Service

2024 I Year 2001 25" Year

2023 3 Year 1993 33 Year

2019 7" Year 1976 50" Year

2013 13" Year 1926 100" Year

2009 17" Year
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CONDOLENCES

The Buddhist Church of Florin extends its deepest sympathies and condolences to the family
members of the loved one that left our midst to be with Amida Buddha.

NAMO AMIDA BUTSU

ERIC UMEDA
November 9, 1960 to May 24, 2025

Of those who encounter

the power of the
Primal Vow,
Not one passes by in vain;

They are filled with

the treasure ocean
of virtues.
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Join us for July Services

Hatsubon/Obon Cemetery Visitation

Saturday, July 12, 2025
Elder Creek at 9:00 a.m.

Sacramento Memorial at 9:30 a.m.
East Lawn at 10:30 a.m.

July Shotsuki Hoyo and Family Service
Sunday, July 13, 2025 at 10 a.m.

Hatsubon/Obon Service
Saturday, July 19, 2025 at 3:00 p.m.

Guest Speaker: Rev. Henry Adams
San Mateo Buddhist Temple

Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada

** The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities.

In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a message to our email list.
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Buddhist Church of Florin

OBON 7
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Saturday, July 19, 2025

Hatsubon/Nokotsudo Service 3 pm
Exhibits & Demonstrations 4 pm-7 pm
Snack Bar 4 pm-7 pm
Sacramento Taiko Dan 7:00 pm
Obon Odori 7:30 pm

Obon Odori Practice: July 8 -10 & 15-17 at 7 pm

Florin Obon Workshop

July 17 from 5:30 pm
Sponsored by Florin JACL and Buddhist Church of Florin
Limited space so please RSVP if you are planning to attend.
Please email Jenny Takahashi jmtakahashi@me.com.

7235 Pritchard Road, Sacramento, CA 95828
Visit Website at https://www.buddhistchurchofflorin.org
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HATSUBON AND OBON SERVICE

OBON FESTIVITIES AND ODORI
JULY 19, 2025, SATURDAY

Hatsubon/Obon Service 3:00 PM
Please attend the Hatsubon/Obon Service, Guest Speaker Rev. Henry Adams from San Mateo
Buddhist Temple at 3 PM, followed by the Obon festivities.

Obon Festivities 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Food: Snack bar in the temple’s courtyard serving delicious food, drinks and shave ice and

more. 50/50 Raffle Prize

Cultural Exhibits in the Multi-Purpose Room:
Mataro Kimekomi Dolls BWA Boutique  Paper Crafts Florin JACL
Sacramento Hiroshima Nikkeijin Kai Ikebana International

Cultural Demonstrations in the YBA Hall:

Florin Kyudo Kai - Japanese Archery

Sacramento Kendo Club - Japanese swordsmanship

Sakura Minyo Doo Koo Kai, Henry Mizushima (fue) with Sacramento Taiko Dan-world
renowned Japanese drumming performers.

Obon Odori Dancing 7:30 PM
Everyone is invited to dance-Grandparents, parents, children and friends. Fun, fun for

everyone!

Obon Odori Workshop-July 17, Thursday, 5:30 PM in the Multi-purpose Rm

This workshop is co-sponsored by the Florin JACL and Buddhist Church of Florin. Learn
about dance background, hand/dance movements, clothing, accessories, and obi tying.
Everyone is invited to this educational workshop on the tradition of Obon Odori dancing.
Dinner will be served. Limited space so please RSVP to

Jenny Takahashi jmtakahashi@me.com.

Obon Odori Dancing Practices-7 PM
Dust off your kachi kachis, uchiwa (fan), getas and attend the Obon Odori practices on July

8-10 & 15-17.


mailto:jmtakahashi@me.com
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Buddhist Church of Florin
Governing Board Meeting Highlights
June 15, 2025

« We have a new, stainless steel commercial Hondo kitchen! Watch for the announcement of
a Celebration of Completion to be held in September to thank everyone who made this
project possible.

« Sensei Imada has volunteered to prepare the Oneness newsletter. Thank you Sensei!
Special thanks to Ginny Syphax for her years of dedicated service to the Oneness.

«  Obon Odori will be here soon (Saturday, July 19), and help is needed. Please be generous
with your time. Contact Lois Kashiwase (loiskash2@comcast.net). Help is especially
needed for cleanup (6-8 pm).

e  Skylar Lam will be working on the creation of a BCF index. The goal is to 1). document
protocols and practices of our food bazaars; 2) create a pamphlet for new attendees on
church etiquette and 3) prepare an index of BCF historical records that can be used to
retrieve information for future projects. Thank you, Skylar, for some much-needed
documentation!

« The BCF made a significant contribution to the BCA Endowment Foundation in support of
the Southern California Fire Relief Fund. Along with damage to the Pasadena church,
twenty-one BCA families lost their homes to the fire.

e Seven members of the Sacramento Kendo Dojo passed their spring Shinsa promotion
examination in the Kyu division at Stanford University. The Dojo also conducted a
demonstration for Jan Ken Po Gakko's 50th anniversary on May 25. This included two
Sensei, four advanced members, and six of our beginners. We were honored to meet the
founders, Christine and Stanley Umeda, who attended the event.

e BWA members and Sensei visited the Fresno Betsuin in June. A tour of the temple was
given by Rev. Kaz Nakata. Members were excited to learn about several innovations to
promote new temple membership and bring the temple into these new technological times.

« If you haven't been into the gym lately, check it out. Kenny T. and Darrell M. installed LED
lighting. It's bright in there!
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2025 Membership Dues

Thank you to the following members for their 2025 membership dues received in May/June:

Yukie Hoffman (semi-annual) Mike & Carol Kusama

Scott Louie & Diane Enomoto Kat Moriyama-Liss

Eileen Nakahira & David Uyeno (semi-annual) Kathy Oda
Janet Sonoda Michael Sonoda Frank Yamanaka
Tracy & Jarret Yee Burt & Carol Yoshioka (monthly)

Tadashi Yuki (quarterly)

Please direct membership questions to Susan Takeda at (916) 837-5699 or s.takeda@comcast.net.

Directory Changes:

Katherine Oda — phone number (916) 612-1934
Scott Louie & Diane Enomoto — remove home phone number

add Diane’s phone number (916) 799-0515
Reverend Imada — phone number (916)279-5059
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Buddhist Church of Florin Dharma School
News & Events-July 2025
“B.R.A.L.D.” — Building Respectful Awareness

Close of Day

Scarlet to violet
From time immemorial
Look twards the sunset

Volume 7

-Skylar Lam

July 4, 2025
July 19, 2025
August 24, 2025
Sept. 14, 2025
Sept 28, 2025

Oct. 26, 2025

Upcoming Dharma Lesson/Activities
4 of July Gﬂtherirg 7:00pm
Obon/Hatsubon
Basketball Instructional Clinic (%ves 4-8 years ol3) 10:00-11:30am
Basketball Instructional Clinic (pges 4-8 years o13) 10:00-11:30am
Basketball Instructional Clinic (;ges 4-8 years ol 11:00am-12:30pm

Halloween Party 11:00am-1:00pm

Basketball Instructional Clinic (ﬂd’ej 4-8 years olX) 1:00-2:30pm
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SAVE THE DATES!

Basketball Clin
Ages 4 to 8 yeaw old,

Bring your Kids out for 1.5 hours to learn basic skills of baskeiball. No experience
needed. Bring a water botile, dress appropriaiely, and wear appropriate shoes.

Sunday, August 24'": 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM
Sunday, September 14": 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM
Sunday, September 28": after service (11:00 AM to 12:30 PM)

Sunday, October 26'": after the Halloween get together (1:00 PM to 2:30 PM)

For more information, please contact Kimiko Yamamoto Hayashida (kimikoyamamoto11@yahoo.com)
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Annual Camping weekend!!

Come join us for a fun
weekend!!!

Camping dates:
Thursday, July 24 — Sunday, July 27, 2025

RSVP to Kenny Teranishi 916-717-0297;
Craig Shijo 916-206-83508; or
Sharon Arase 916-549-0040
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July 25 BWA Dana PrOJect __

SACRAMENTO

LOAVES & FISHES

Rev. Kaz Nakata

3". | = .
> T SACRAMENTO - TR ?'6
25" LOAVES & FISHES q:tj:f”w;-f
B =
_ -
TOILET PAPERDRIVE /1,7, | e e o o
| } : /1S Project was incorrect. Shown

|. was the May Dana Project.
Wellspring. June’s project is providing toilet
Women's Center paper to both Loaves & Fishes
- _ and Wellspring W. Center.
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[June 2025]

W. Lagg Park Pond ~7-'22

Parsonage Grounds
6/12/25

The area surrounding the
parsonage was the focus on this
day. The trees/bushes/plants were e
a bit overgrown and needed
massive pruning. It was observed
that the parscnage hybrid tree was
full of various fruits including
apricots, necterines peaches &

plums. Almost time for peach
cobbler! After helping with the parsonage grounds, Harvey

then moved to pruning overgrown growth from the
trees surrounding the garden.

LOTUS Garden

The garden produced its first crop of cucumbers
and nasubi. JoAnn prepared baked nasubi and
salad with the cucumbers.

Lloyd O.
™ preparing for
: BBQingteriyaki

Photos:
lan & Sharon

JoAnn Kusaka  Head food preparer, preparing lunch  Thanks for the Hawaiian cookies,

in the newly remodeled kitchen. Dan & Linda Menda &
Sharon Okamoto [unch prep; dessert

Linda Menda Lunch prep
Ann Tsukamoto Egg foo young & fish sauce 6/12

Ginny Syphax  strawberries from strawberry farm
Llovd Okimura  Rock cod, prepared BBQ chicken

Darrell Masuda.
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Buddhist Church of Florin

Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Scholarship Recipients

The Buddhist Church of Florin is proud to announce the recipients of
the 2025-26 Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani scholarships. These students
are actively involved at church, school and the community.
Congratulations to all these outstanding individuals.

SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL RECIPIENT
JULIA OKIMURA is the recipient of the $5,000 scholarship

Julia is graduating from Franklin High School, as a 4-year
Honor Roll student with a 3.96 grade point average. She
is active in numerous scholastic and youth organizations
at school. She is the Jr. YBA President, as well as the
Religious Chairperson and participates at church
activities and fundraisers.

Julia will be attending the University of California, Santa
Cruz, majoring in Education with aspirations of becoming
a teacher or child behavior specialist.

Julia’s parents are church members, Ryan and Sabrina OKkimura.

UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE & VOCATIONAL SCHOOL RECIPIENTS

KAI NAKAOKA is the recipient of the $5,000 scholarship

Kai attends the University of California, Berkeley. Kai maintains a 3.9 grade point
average, majoring in Chemistry with aspirations of becoming a Medical Examiner or
Surgeon. Qutside of academics, Kai is a math and science tutor at the Alameda
County Juvenile Hall, a Powerlifter holding five world records and a two-time world
champion; as well as an Eagle Scout in the process of being certified as an Assistant
Scoutmaster. Kai is a college member of the Berkeley Buddhist Temple and
regularly attends Sunday services. When back from e
school, Kai attends Sunday services at the Buddhist
Church of Florin, and helps at its fundraisers. Kai
also participates in programs at the Buddhist
Churches of America’s (BCA) Jodo Shinshu Center
organizing reunions for members of the BCA
Buddhist Youth Retreats.

Kai’s parents are church members, Keith and Irene Nakaoka.

Photos: ]. Takeuchi, S. Okuno
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ALYSSA OKIMURA is the recipient of the $3,000 scholarship

Alyssa attends Clarke University in Dubuque, lowa.
She maintains a 3.4 grade point average, majoring in
Nursing; and plays on Clarke University’s collegiate
women soccer team. In addition to nursing school
and collegiate soccer, Alyssa is dedicated to serving
others as a Certified Nursing Assistant at a nursing
home in Dubuque; with a career goal of becoming an
Intensive Care Unit nurse.

Alyssa’s parents are church members, Ryan and
Sabrina Okimura.

BRAYDEN FONG is the recipient of the $2,500 scholarship

Brayden attends the University of California, Irvine. He
maintains a 3.5 grade point average, majoring in
Business Administration. Brayden is active in the Nikkei
community as an intern with the school organization,
Tomo No Kai, and interns for the University of California
Irvine’s Real Estate Association.

Brayden’s parents are church members, Tyson and
Denise Fong.

GARRETT KISHABA is the recipient of the $1,500 scholarship

- Garrett attends San Diego State University. He maintains a 3.7

- grade point average majoring in Accounting with Dean List
Honors. Garrett is an Executive Board member of the Nikkei
Student Union, organizing and directing programs. He also isa
member of the Accounting Honor Society and Student
Accounting Society. This summer, Garrett is doing an internship
for Toyota Motor North America in Plano Texas.

Garrett’s parents are church members, Kelvin and Kathie Kishaba.

——_.__

e — i —— — — ——— p—— — e —

Congratulatiens te all finve ofy ewrv 2025-26 I(akmpandjlémgm@
Nakatani Gchelanship ecipients.

—— e S— e —
p——— = ——

Photos: ]. Takeuchi, S. Okuno
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The Buddhist Church of Florin’s Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Scholarship program
was established in the memory of Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani. The Kikuyo and
Kinjiro Nakatani Scholarships provide annual academic financial assistance to
graduating high school seniors and university, college or vocational school students.
Students are evaluated based on their commitment to church, community and
school, academic achievement, personal character, written essays and in-person
interviews. The students must be or have been enrolled in the Buddhist Church of
Florin’s Dharma School to be eligible for the scholarships.

The Buddhist Church of Florin encourages church members’ children who are
graduating high school or attending a university, college or vocational school to
apply for these scholarships.

If you are not members of the Buddhist Church of Florin, join the church for your
children to be eligible for these scholarships.

— —
— = -

Acknowledgments from the 2025-26 Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Scholarship
recipients:

I am delighted to receive this generous scholarship from the
Buddhist Church of Florin, as a rising college freshman, I plan on
utilizing this money to pay for my first year at the University of
California, Santa Cruz where | am majoring in Education.

Julia Okimura

Dear Buddhist Church of Florin:

Because of the Nakatani Scholarship, I can continue my studies at UC
Berkeley as a Chemistry major. In addition, my dreams of attending
medical school to become a medical examiner or surgeon are even
more attainable. | am forever thankful for the Buddhist Church of
Florin Scholarship Committee and am grateful to receive this
scholarship. Once again, [ am honored by Florin's generosity given to
me and my family.

Thank you to the Buddhist Church of Florin for their
generous Nakatani scholarship offer. | am furthering my
education at Clarke University in lowa for nursing, as [ am
currently working as a Certified Nursing Student. I plan to
use this generous offer to further pay my education and
pursue my goal to become a Nurse. Alyssa Okimura

Photos: ]. Takeuchi, S. Okuno
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I am very grateful for the money and opportunities the Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani
Scholarship and the Buddhist Church of Florin has provided me. [ will be continuing
my journey and second year at UC Irvine studying Business Administration looking
to emphasize in either marketing or accounting. With the money I've received from
the scholarship I plan on using it for furnishing my new living space and paying for
rent! Hopefully the scholarship can last me until I get a job!!!! Brayden Fong

Dear Buddhist Church of Florin:

I am deeply grateful to the Buddhist Church of Florin for honoring me as a recipient of
the 2025-2026 Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Scholarship. As I enter my senior year as an
accounting student at San Diego State University, | will use the generous scholarship to
offset my tuition and daily expenses. Additionally, I plan to allocate some of the
scholarship funds to cover some of my internship expenses this summer. I am excited to
share that T will be interning for Toyota Motor North America in Plano, Texas. As an
intern in distribution support for vehicle parts and accessories, [ will gain invaluable
experience in understanding the international and domestic supply chain, as well as
expanding my knowledge in the Toyota culture and the Japanese foundations embedded
in Toyota Motor North America. | am truly appreciative of the
Buddhist Church of Florin Sangha for providing my family and
me a supportive community to learn the teachings of the Dharma.
I will always value the continuous support I have received from
the Buddhist Church of Florin and do my best to continue to keep
my link bright and strong. I am disappointed that I will not be
able to accept my scholarship in person due to my internship
relocation, but I look forward to seeing the Buddhist Church of
Florin Sangha before I begin my senior year in San Diego.

Thank you so much for the special honor and recognition. Garrett Kishaba

Uc Berkeley grad,
Devon Akiyama

Photos: ). Takeuchi, S. Okuno
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SOMEN
STATION

Jan T/Sharon O. Photographers

ONENESS Volume 7

l 6/5/25

Thanks to golf participants, Eric &
Elizabeth Fujii, (coordinators), our

d 3 NC ministers, donors, & all

volunteer helpers for another
successful golf tournament.

Apologies to the somen station volunteers. }
_ -Peanut Galler
(Photographer forgot to go back to take plcs) g & 1
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