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December 2025                                                                      ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Volume 12  
 Leaves on the River 

 
 
One day while I was fishing, I saw a single leaf moving down the river. On the leaf, there was a small drop of 
water. That tiny drop stayed on the leaf as it slid across the surface of the river. 
Watching this simple scene reminded me of Amida’s boat. 
 
The Shakyamuni Buddha once picked up a handful of sand from the Ganges River and said: 
“Among the countless lives in this world, the number born as human beings is like this one handful.” Then he 
showed the few grains left on his fingernail and said: “And the number of humans who encounter the Dharma 
is like these few grains.” 
 
To be born human and to hear the Dharma is extremely rare and precious. In our Three Treasures we say: 
“Hard is it to be born into human life, now we are living it. Hard is it to hear the Dharma, now we are able to 
hear it.” 
Shinran Shonin taught: “The path of self-power is hard like walking on land. The path of Other-Power is easy 
like traveling by boat on water.” 
 
Like the drop of water riding the leaf, we are gently carried by Amida’s great compassion toward the Pure 
Land, not by our own effort, but through Other-Power. 
 
To be alive today, in this same time and place, and to encounter one another and the Buddha-Dharma, this is a 
gift of countless causes and conditions. 
 
When we look at the river, the leaf, and the flowing water, we can feel the quiet presence of the Buddha’s 
teaching. 
 
Namo Amida Butsu 
 

 
In Gassho,​
Rev. Noritaka Imada                                              ​
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com (916) 383-1831 
 
 

mailto:imadabca@gmail.com
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Last month's quiz answer 
 

 

 
In Japan, people say you can do almost anything at a convenience store. 

But which of the following can you NOT do there? 
A. Pay your electricity bill 

B. Leave your pet for daycare 
C. Send a package 

Answer: B! The only service that cannot be offered at convenience stores is B's "Leave your pet for daycare." 
 
 
 

Next quiz  
 

 
In Japan, how many times do temples ring the bell on New Year’s Eve? 

A. 50 times 
B. 108 times 
C. 365 times 

 
In Japan, Buddhist temples ring the bell ??? times on New Year’s Eve. 

It represents the ??? human desires or attachments that cause suffering. 
Ringing the bell symbolizes letting go of these burdens and starting the New Year fresh. 

 
 
 

 



Page 3​ ONENESS​  Volume 12 
 
 

 



Page 4​ ONENESS​  Volume 12 
 
 

2025 Memorial Service Schedule 
Please schedule a service if your loved ones passed away in the following years: 

Year​ Service​ Year​ Service 
2024​ 1st   Year​ 2001​ 25th   Year 
2023​ 3rd   Year​ 1993​ 33rd   Year 
2019​ 7th   Year​ 1976​ 50th   Year 
2013​ 13th Year​ 1926​ 100th Year 
2009​ 17th Year 

Please Join Us! 

December Shotsuki Hoyo; Bodhi Day & Family Service 

Sunday, December 14, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. 

RSVP by December 10, 2025 

 

New Year’s Eve Service 

Wednesday, December 31, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. 

RSVP by December 28, 2025 

 

New Year’s Day Service 

Thursday, January 1, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 

Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

 

There will be a light luncheon following the church service on 

December 14th and Toshikoshi Soba will be served on December 31st 

and so in order to prepare enough for everyone, we ask that you please rsvp to florinbuddhist@gmail.com. 

Thank you!! 

** The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities. 

In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website at buddhistchurchofflorin.org; Facebook 

page and send out a message to our email list. 
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Please pay 2026 Membership Dues by January 31, 2026. Membership form on following page. 
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CPR/AED Training January 10, 2026, 10am - 1:30pm  

in BCF Multipurpose Room 
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Gold fish 

 
This month, we are happy to introduce a 
beautiful woodcraft by Mr. Yamamoto: 
Goldfish. 
The delicate cut-out carving shows the 
gentle movement of the fish and the 
flowing shape of water plants. 
Even though it is made from warm, 
solid wood, the artwork has a light and 
peaceful feeling, almost like water itself. 
Goldfish have been loved in Japan for a 
long time. 
They remind many people of summer 
festivals, childhood memories, and quiet 
nights sitting by the pond. 

A goldfish’s life is not very long, usually about 5 
to 10 years. 
They swim with all their energy, simply living in 
this moment. 
Watching them can remind us how precious 
each moment of life truly is. 
 
In Buddhism, we learn the teaching of 
Impermanence, that everything changes, and 
nothing stays the same. 
The flowing water around the goldfish, the 
growth rings inside the wood, and the time in 
our own lives, all are always moving. 
Because time is always passing, every day 
becomes a gift we should appreciate. 
 
Mr. Yamamoto’s goldfish is not only a 
decoration. It is a quiet message that invites us 
to slow down, breathe deeply, and remember to 
treasure this moment. 
 
When you look closely at this woodcraft, its 
details, its warmth, and the care in every cut, 
you may feel a gentle peace inside, like calm 
water on a still morning. 
 
Please enjoy this wonderful work of art. 
May it bring calmness, gratitude, and a moment 
of reflection to your day. 
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