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All Lives Embraced by Amida Buddha’s compassion 

 

Hello everyone. In November, we will have our Pet Memorial Service. 

I often receive this question: “Do pets go to the Pure Land? Can they become Buddhas?” 

Amida Buddha made a vow to bring every life to the Pure Land without leaving anyone behind. 

Honen Shonin spread the importance of reciting the Nembutsu, and Shinran Shonin went even 
deeper. He said that even if we cannot recite the Nembutsu, we are already embraced by Amida 
Buddha’s compassion. No one is left out of Amida Buddha’s salvation. 

If only those who can recite the Nembutsu are saved, then people who cannot hear and do not 
know how to pronounce Namo Amida Butsu would not be able to be born in the Pure Land. But 
that is not true. Amida Buddha finds a special way to reach every life. For those who cannot 
hear, there is a way for them. For pets, there is a way for them. Amida Buddha already prepared 
the path for each life to be born in the Pure Land. 

This comes from the vows Amida made when he was the Bodhisattva Dharmakara. He said, “I 
will bring every living being to my Pure Land. If I cannot do this, I will not become a Buddha.” He 
also said, “If my Name cannot reach all times and all places, I will not become a Buddha.” 
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Today we can hear and recite Namo Amida Butsu. Because of this, we know that his vow has 
been fulfilled. This Name was not made by me, not by my parents, and not even by Shinran 
Shonin. It is the word that Amida Buddha prepared long ago, to reach me living in this present 
world. 

The fact that Namo Amida Butsu comes from my mouth now is proof that Dharmakara has truly 
become Amida Buddha. It also means that his vow "to bring all beings to the Pure Land" has 
already come true. Because if that vow had not been fulfilled, he could not yet be a Buddha. 

Therefore, we all can be born in the Pure Land. It is the place where we will meet again with our 
old friends, family, ancestors, and also our beloved pets, meeting each other as Buddhas. 

Through the Pet Memorial Service, we can hear about that wonderful world, and even though 
we cannot see it yet, we can still feel peace and joy here and now. The teaching of the Buddha is 
always for us who are living in this present world. 

 

 
In Gassho,​
Rev. Noritaka Imada                                              ​
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com (916) 383-1831 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:imadabca@gmail.com
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Meet members of the church 

 

Get ready for a Guess Who?! This time, we’ll be using 
fun illustrations from our Dharma School activities 
like making stamps using foam sheets,and letting 

everyone guess who is in the picture. 

We’re also starting a new section called “Travel 
Treasures.” If you travel somewhere, please send us 

a photo from your trip and we’ll feature it in the 
newsletter too! 

imadabca@gmail.com  

 

Last month's quiz answer 

 

Question: In Japan, what unusual item can you 
sometimes find in vending machines? 

A. Hot canned coffee, B. Fresh eggs, C. Umbrellas, 
D. All of the above 

The answer is D. All of the above. 

It's so convenient to be able to buy anything from 
a vending machine. 

The next quiz 

 

In Japan, people say you can do almost anything at 
a convenience store. 

But which of the following can you NOT do there? 

A. Pay your electricity bill 

B. Leave your pet for daycare 

C. Send a package 

 

 

mailto:imadabca@gmail.com
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November Monthly Memorial 

(Shotsuki Hoyo) Service 

 

The monthly memorial service for those who passed away during the month of November will be held on  

Sunday, November 9, 2025 beginning at 10:00 am.  The persons who are noted in the Buddhist Church of Florin’s (BCF) 

memorial records as having passed away in the month of November are listed below.  If you have a homyo (Buddhist 

Name) on a card please bring it with you for placement on the onaijin (altar) before the service.  If the year 2025 is a special 

service year (see table) for a dearly departed loved one, please contact Reverend Noritaka Imada, Buddhist Church of 

Florin at 916-383-1831 or email imadabca@gmail.com to make special memorial arrangements. 

Please inform Lois Kashiwase of any corrections or additions to the list. 

Baishiki, Ray Tetsuo​ 11-20-2003 
Fujii, Kiyoshi​ 11-02-1924 
Fujii, May Umeko​ 11-01-2010 
Fukushima, Tsuru​ 11-28-1930 
Goishi, Kiichi​ 11-13-1963 
Hamakawa, Bessie Miyoko​ 11-11-1999 
Hashizume, Wai​ 11-20-1924 
Hayashi, Hanayo​ 11-10-1920 
Hirakawa, Misae​ 11-17-1935 
Hirano, Tomiko​ 11-26-1932 
Hirano, Yoshimichi​ 11-26-1932 
Ikeda, Shunichi​ 11-22-1917 
Inouye, Hanayo​ 11-21-1976 
Inouye, Isaburo​ 11-24-1980 
Ishikawa, Toshitaro​ 11-30-1959 
Ishiura, Rev. Newton​ 11-06-2008 
Itonaga, Kumaemon​ 11-01-1948 
Iwamoto, Glenn Shoji​ 11-23-2010 
Kadokawa, Dorothy Chisato​ 11-15-2005 
Kadoya, Tomo​ 11-27-1941 
Kakutani, Sumiye​ 11-27-2000 
Kanenaga, Mary​ 11-19-1934 
Kawanishi, Terry Hisashi​ 11-16-1988 
Kodama, Grace​ 11--2021 
Kurima, Haruko​ 11-25-1940 
Kurima, Stillborn​ 11-25-1940 
Kuroda, Shigemi​ 11-01-2004 
Menda, Shizuka​ 11-06-2008 
Mitsuyoshi, Hikasaburo​ 11-03-1965 
Miyao, Toyokichi​ 11-08-1947 
Mizusaka, Fusae​ 11-05-1926 
Nakao, Katsunosuke​ 11-14-1962 
Nakashima, Hideo​ 11-28-1929 
Nakashima, Kimiko Lois​ 11-13-2012 
Nishi, Ellis​ 11-28-2007 

Nishi, Shizuo​ 11-09-1963 
Ohara, Natomi​ 11-13-1992 
Ohara, Yoshitaro​ 11-11-1963 
Okimura, Makiyo​ 11-03-1987 
Okimura, Ronald Shigenobu​ 11-05-2019 
Sakaoka, Hawayo​ 11-11-1972 
Sako, Fujio​ 11-30-1908 
Sato, Lillian Fumiko​ 11-21-2007 
Sawada, Akiko​ 11-11-1936 
Sawada, Shizue​ 11-25-1938 
Sekiguchi, Haruko​ 11-02-1991 
Shimizu, Minoru​ 11-16-1936 
Sugimoto, Yoshie​ 11-13-1959 
Sugimoto, Yoshimori​ 11-20-1987 
Sumida, Heishiro​ 11-28-1950 
Sumida, Matsue​ 11-12-1940 
Sunahara, Kumaji​ 11-15-1960 
Tahara, Toshiyuki​ 11-05-1944 
Takahashi, Shinichi​ 11-28-1938 
Takahashi, Tadazo​ 11-24-1930 
Takemori, Tatsuko​ 11-03-2021 
Tanabe, Tatsuji​ 11-23-1932 
Tanaka, Hatsumi​ 11-06-1922 
Tanaka, Martha Kimiko​ 11-04-1998 
Tanihara, Minnie Mineko​ 11-13-1996 
Tanihara, Ray​ 11-10-2015 
Tara, Heizo​ 11-05-1918 
Tominaga, Nobuo​ 11-24-1927 
Watanabe, Chito​ 11-24-1999 
Watanabe, Genichi​ 11-18-1967 
Yabumoto, Kojiro​ 11-09-1940 
Yoshinaga, Asakichi​ 11-14-1955 
Yubuta, Tsunekichi​ 11-23-1919 
Yubuta, Yone​ 11-23-1938 
Yubuta, Yoshino​ 11-20-19 
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2025 Memorial Service Schedule 
Please schedule a service if your loved ones passed away in the following years: 

Year​ Service​ Year​ Service 
2024​ 1st   Year​ 2001​ 25th   Year 
2023​ 3rd   Year​ 1993​ 33rd   Year 
2019​ 7th   Year​ 1976​ 50th   Year 
2013​ 13th Year​ 1926​ 100th Year 
2009​ 17th Year 

 

 

BCF KANSHA AWARD 

Annually, as part of our New Year’s celebration, the Buddhist Church of Florin 

Governing Board recognizes members of our Sangha with special Church Awards.  This 

year we are asking our Sangha members to help with the nominations for the Kansha 

Award.  The guideline for the Kansha Award is to recognize a Sangha member for 

outstanding and unselfish service.  

Please provide the name(s) and short narrative(s) for each candidate you are 

nominating.  Please submit the nominations by December 2, 2025 to Lois Kashiwase at 

loiskash2@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

mailto:loiskash2@comcast.net
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Please Join Us! 
 

Sunday November 9, 2025 at 10:00 am 
November Shotsuki Hoyo & Family Service 

Veterans Recognition 
Sunday November 23, 2025 at 10:00 am 
Eitaikyo;  Pet Memorial and Family Service 

Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 
 

There will be a light luncheon following the church services and so in order to prepare enough for everyone, we ask that you please rsvp to 
florinbuddhist@gmail.com.  Thank you!! 
** The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities.   
In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website at buddhistchurchofflorin.org; Facebook page and send out a message to our email list. 

 

mailto:florinbuddhist@gmail.com
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Buddhist Church of Florin​
Governing Board Meeting Highlights​

October 9, 2025 

 

●​ The Board is urgently requesting help in identifying a temple Treasurer. The current 
treasurer is resigning at the end of the year. If you have ideas, skills, knowledge or just want to 
help in some way, please contact Eric Fujii (efujii52@gmail.com). No accounting experience is 
necessary.  

●​ The Board will be organizing a Red Cross CPR class. The training would be for both 
those who want to be trained and those who are ready to re-certify. Details coming soon. Thank 
you to Glenn Fujii for planning this important activity.  

●​ Exciting news! The taiko drumming group will be revitalized this coming January! The 
sukeroku taiko style will be taught. The movements in this style are powerful, but graceful and 
thus easier on the joints! Adults and children (age 6 or older) are welcome. Thanks to Paula 
Yoshioka, Jennifer Kubo and Peggy Okabayashi for coordinating. Watch the newsletter for 
updates. 

●​ Congratulations to Harrison Chu and Tyler Johnson who were selected to be on the 
5-member Northern California Kendo Federation Mudansha team to compete in the 2026 
national All United States Kendo Federation Championships. 

●​ Read your Wheel of Dharma for the latest BCA news.  

●​ Check the temple website for updated information on BCF Organizations (BWA, Dharma 
School, Kendo, Kyudo Kai, etc.) and to find information about services, events, fundraisers and 
how to donate. 

●​ See the Events tab regularly for activities at our temple, other local temples and 
community events, as well as BCA activities and announcements. There’s a lot going on! 

●​ Please bookmark our temple website: BuddhistChurchOfFlorin.org. Be sure you have the 
right website if you are doing a search in your browser. The home page should have the words 
“Official Website”. BEWARE, the old website no longer belongs to us and does not 
conduct legitimate business for the temple.  
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2025 Membership Dues 
 

Thank you to the following members for their 2025 membership dues received in 
August/September: 
​ ​ ​  
Melanie Ota & Ryan Hirano​ ​ Burt & Carol Yoshioka (monthly) 
 
 
Please direct membership questions to Susan Takeda at (916) 837-5699 or s.takeda@comcast.net. 
 
The Membership form is available on the website @buddhistchurchofflorin.org/membership/ 
 
Directory changes: 
 
Ken Okabayashi – email change to pko1493@yahoo.com 
 
New member: 
 
Melanie Ota  
Ryan Hirano 
1262 Silver Oak Way 
Sacramento, CA 95831 
916-508-9808 
melota1326@gmail.com 
310-938-7315 
ryanhirano18@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:pko1493@yahoo.com
mailto:melota1326@gmail.com


Page 11​ ONENESS​  Volume 11 
 
 

 

 
 



Page 12​ ONENESS​  Volume 11 
 
 

 



Page 13​ ONENESS​  Volume 11 
 
 

 



Page 14​ ONENESS​  Volume 11 
 
 



Page 15​ ONENESS​  Volume 11 
 
 

 



Page 16​ ONENESS​  Volume 11 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
KANARAZU 

 

English:   Surely 
Hiragana:   かならず 

Kanji:  必ず 
 

 
The Promise of “KANARAZU” 

 
On a small handmade wooden craft, one 
simple word was carved: KANARAZU, 
which means “surely” or “without fail.” 
 

 
At first, it looks like just one strong word. 
But when we think deeply, it carries a very 
heavy meaning. In our human life, we know 
how difficult it is to keep our promises. 
Sometimes we fail, or we are disappointed by 
others. The word “surely” is not easy for us 
to say. 
 
But Amida Buddha’s “surely” is different. 
It comes from the great vow: 
“I will surely bring you to the Pure Land. ” 
 
This is not a promise that depends on our 
effort or strength. It is a promise already 
given to all living beings, a voice of infinite 
compassion. 
 
When I looked at that wooden carving of 
KANARAZU, I felt that the Buddha’s voice 
was quietly alive inside the wood. The 
warmth of the wood reminded me of the 
warmth of Amida’s vow, always holding, 
always watching over. 
 
Maybe this little craft is more than art. 
Maybe it is a small shape of Amida’s 
promise, a message that says, “You are never 
forgotten.” 
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