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 New Year’s Greetings – Welcoming the Year of the Horse (2026) 
 

 
At the turning of the year, we pause and reflect on where we are in our lives. For some, this time brings hope. 
For others, it may bring memories and quiet grief. May this message gently reach each of you, just as you are. 
Wherever you are, I hope you know you are not alone. 
 
Thank you very much for all your support and kindness during the past year. I am truly grateful to be connected 
with you through our Sangha. 
 
The year 2026 is the Year of the Horse. Horses have walked together with people for a very long time. They 
carry things, help us travel far, and move forward with us. But a horse cannot walk alone. It needs guidance 
and care from others. 
 
Shinran Shonin taught that human beings are not perfect. We have weaknesses, doubts, and many worries. 
We often think we must try harder and be better by our own power. But Shinran Shonin showed us another 
way. He taught that we are already supported by Amida Buddha’s compassion, just as we are. 
 
Sometimes we feel we must run fast in life. Sometimes we feel tired or lost. At those times, we may think 
something is wrong with us. But in Buddhism, we are reminded that we are never alone. We are walking 
together with many conditions, many people, and the working of the Buddha. 
 
Like a horse walking with a rider, we walk this life supported by others and by the Buddha’s vow. 
We do not need to carry everything by ourselves. We are already embraced by compassion. 
 
I hope this Year of the Horse will be a year to notice the support around us, to walk at our own pace, and to live 
with gratitude and Nembutsu. 
Namo Amida Butsu.  
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Last month's quiz answer 

 

 
In Japan, how many times do temples ring the bell on New Year’s Eve? 

A. 50 times 
B. 108 times 
C. 365 times 

 
In Japan, Buddhist temples ring the bell 108 times on New Year’s Eve. 

It represents the 108 human desires or attachments that cause suffering. 
Ringing the bell symbolizes letting go of these burdens and starting the New Year fresh 

 

 

Next quiz  
 

 
What does “Itadakimasu” most closely mean in Japan? 

 
A. I’m hungry 

B. Thank you for the food and the life behind it 
C. This looks delicious 

 
 
 
 

In Gassho,​
Rev. Noritaka Imada                                              ​
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com (916) 383-1831 

mailto:imadabca@gmail.com
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Happy New Year!! 

New Year’s Day Service 

Thursday, January 1, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 

Following the service there will be a New Year’s Joya no Kane done with arrows (ya) by the Kyudo Kai Florin Group 

 

Go-Shoki Hoonko & January Shotsuki Hoyo 

BCF Awards, General Meeting and New Year's Party 

Sunday, January 11, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 

The New Year’s Party will be a potluck luncheon. 

Food assignment will be by last name: Main Dish A thru N; Salad O thru T; Dessert U thru Z. Please RSVP by 

January 7, 2026 to florinbuddhist@gmail.com. Thank you!! 

 

Nirvana Day (Nehan-E) & Family Service 

Sunday, January 25, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 

Following the service will be an introduction to the Florin Taiko group starting February 6, 2026. 

 

Services Officiated by: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

** The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities. 

In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website at buddhistchurchofflorin.org; Facebook page 

and send out a message to our email list. 

mailto:florinbuddhist@gmail.com
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2026 Membership Dues are due by January 31, 2026. 
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No Rain, No Rainbow 

 

In this issue of our temple newsletter, we 
would like to introduce a wood-carving 
artwork by Mits Yamamoto. 

Carved into warm, natural wood are the 
simple words “No Rain, No Rainbow.” 

This phrase gently reminds us that difficult 
times are not mistakes or failures. 

In Buddhism, we are taught that life does 
not always go the way we want. 

Suffering and hardship are not something 
to avoid at all costs, but something to be 
seen and understood. 

Rain is usually something we do not welcome. 

However, without rain, the earth cannot be 
nourished, trees cannot grow, and a rainbow 
cannot appear in the sky. 

In the same way, the challenges we face in life 
can deepen our compassion, patience, and 
gratitude. 

The wood itself also speaks to us. 

A tree grows slowly over many years, shaped by 
wind, rain, and time. 

Only after being carefully carved does it become 
a work of art. 

Our own lives are much the same. 

When we feel that we are standing in the rain, 
this simple message encourages us to keep 
going. 

The sky is always changing. 

And sometimes, it is because of the rain that we 
are able to see a rainbow. 
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