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A Life Changed by an Encounter with the Dharma

o
In May, we observe Gotan-e, the celebration of the birth of Shinran. It is a special opportunity to reflect on his life and
teaching. Shinran’s life was greatly changed by an encounter, his meeting with Honen Shonin. After many years of strict
practice on Mount Hiei, he found himself unable to attain enlightenment and filled with deep uncertainty. It was through
meeting Honen, who taught that one should simply recite the Nembutsu and entrust oneself to Amida Buddha, that

Shinran came to a new understanding. This encounter led him to realize the importance of the Nembutsu, and eventually
the teaching of Jodo Shinshu took form.

In our own lives, we may also experience encounters that change everything. We might look back and think that if we had
not met a certain person, or if we had not gone to a certain place, our lives today would be completely different. | was born
into a temple family, and from a young age, Buddhism was always present in my life. | would do Gassho, and by watching
my parents, my grandmother, and the members of the temple, | naturally learned to recite Namu Amida Butsu. However,
when | went to school, | realized that | was the only one living that way, and there were even children who made fun of
Buddhism. Still, when | returned to the temple, | saw members visiting graves, attending services, chanting together, and
listening to Dharma messages, and Buddhism was simply a natural part of that space.

Even so, | was the only child there. My younger sister did not come to the Hondo and stayed in her room playing, and |
remember asking my parents why | had to attend while she did not. They simply replied that she did not have to, and
looking back now, perhaps there was an expectation that | would one day become a minister. Despite that, | did not dislike
being in a place where people gathered, and | continued to attend services, growing up surrounded by adults without
feeling out of place. Later, when | entered a Buddhist school, | met many others from temple families across the country
who had grown up with similar experiences. This was a significant encounter in my life, as | realized that there were many
people like me. Even though we shared similar backgrounds, each person was different, and it felt as though the world of
the temple, my own life, and the world of people my age had finally connected.

When | entered the school, a teacher told us something unusual, that we would graduate more foolishly than we were
when we entered. At first, this sounded strange, but in Jodo Shinshu, the starting point is to realize how limited and foolish
we truly are. No matter how much effort we make, we cannot attain enlightenment by our own power, and yet we are
embraced by Amida Buddha just as we are. To come to deeply feel this truth was what the teacher meant, and this too
was an encounter that changed my life. Shinran himself described human beings as Bombu, beings filled with blind
passions who cannot attain enlightenment on their own. Because of this, the teaching that we are led to the Pure Land
just as we are carried a deep meaning. Rather than ignoring our weaknesses and struggles, we face them honestly and
continue to live, and this may be the path of those who follow the Nembutsu.

Such encounters are never something we should take for granted.

“How difficult it is to encounter this great vow, even over many lifetimes it is rare to meet it, true entrusting is also
extremely difficult to attain, now that we have encountered the teaching and the Nembutsu, we should rejoice in the deep
causes and conditions from the distant past.”
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Last Month’s Quiz Answer

At Hanamatsuri (Buddha’s Birthday), why do we pour sweet tea over the baby Buddha statue?
A. To wash the statue, B. To remember the sweet rain that fell when the Buddha was born, C. To make the
church smell nice
B. To remember the sweet rain that fell when the Buddha was born
At Hanamatsuri, we pour sweet tea over the baby Buddha statue to remember a story from the Buddha'’s birth.

It is said that when the Buddha was born, a gentle sweet rain fell from the sky to celebrate his birth. The sweet
tea represents this rain.

% Next Quiz

This quiz is based on something mentioned in the article.
What does the teacher’s message, “You will become more foolish,” really mean?

A. Students will forget what they learned and become less intelligent
B. Students will empty their minds so they can fill it with new knowledge
C. Students will come to realize their limitations and understand themselves more deeply

(Answer will be revealed next month!)

In Gassho,
Rev. Noritaka Imada
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com (916) 383-1831


mailto:imadabca@gmail.com
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May Monthly Memorial
(Shotsuki Hoyo) Service

The menthly memorial service for those who passed away during the month of May will be held on Sunday, May 10, 2026
beginning at 10:00 am. The persons who are noted in the Buddhist Church of Florin's (BCF) memorial records as having
passed away in the month of May are listed below. If you have a homyo (Buddhist name) on a card please bring it with you for
placement on the onaijin (altar) before the service. If the year 2026 is a special service year (see table) for a dearly departed
loved one, please contact Reverend Noritaka Imada, Buddhist Church of Florin at 916-383-1831 or email
imadabca@gmail.com to make special memorial arrangements. Please inform Lois Kashiwase of any corrections or additions

to the list.
Fujii, Fusaye 05-21-1988 Takemoto, Takeo 05-18-1924
Fujii, Masao 05-13-1913 Takeoka, Masako 05-23-2000
Fujii, Umeno 05-18-1968 Takeoka, Yoshio 05-03-1942
Furukawa, Randy Masami  05-09-2023 Tamura, Shinjiro 05-01-1939
Fuwa, Kan 05-10-1974 Tanaka, Wilbert Toshio 05-06-1996
Harada, Mitsuko 05-29-1918 Tange, Masato 05-16-1927
Hayashi, Saya 05-04-1920 Taniguchi, 05-29-1913
Imahara, Minezo 05-11-1941 Taniguchi, Baby 05-30-1938
Ito, Shigeharu 05-21-1931 Tashima, Kihachi 05-30-1913
Ito, Shika 05-20-1952 Tokunaga, Sheryl Natsuhara 05-13-2025
Kanenaga, Takashi 05-13-2019 Tonai, Raymond Hideharu  05-13-2016
Kawanishi, Fusa 05-08-1985 Tsukamoto, Trisha 05-17-2005
Kodama, Hidemo 05-15-1983 Umeda, Eric 05-24-2025
Kohagura, Kano 05-14-1928 Umemoto, Ryosuke 05-08-1931
Koyama, Sankichi 05-21-1918 Yamada, Tamaki 05- -1945
Kurata, Shizuka 05-03-1920 Yamada, Yotsuo 05-27-1928
Kurima, James Hayami 05-12-1977 Yamamoto, Tokuzo 05-29-1915
Lopez, Jeffrey 05-30-2015 Yamanaka, Fusaye 05-25-1958
Matsumoto, Kikujiro 05-16-1942 Yoshida, Bungo 05-14-1974
Matsuoka, Iwakichi 05-09-1927 Yoshihara, Iwa 05-26-1976
Mitsuyoshi, Harry Yoshio  05-25-1993 Yoshinaga, Kajiro 05-15-1966
Mizusaka, Teri Sumako 05-02-2014
Morioka, Fumiye 05-29-2002
Mukai, Sueno 05-07-1952
Nakamura, Hoichi 05-10-1963
Nakano, [tsu 05-03-1914
Nakao, Jack 05-18-2015
Nakashima, Infant 05-30-1919
Oda, Matsumi 05-09-1988
QOda, Tsune 05-10-1951
Okamoto, Heisaburo 05-03-1946
Omachi, Hisayo 05-19-2001
Onodera, Tatsue 05-04-1957
Oyama, Ayako 05-04-1997
Sakakibara, Hisaye 05-31-1918
Shiizaki, Sumako 05-23-1922
Tahara, Shiro Albert 05-17-2012
Tahara, Tsune 05-03-1997
Takeda, Baby Girl 05-28-2002
Takehara, Kikuyo 05-28-1937
Takehara, Shika 05-04-1906
2026 Memorial Service Schedule
Please schedule a service if your loved ones passed away in the following years:

Year Service Year Service

2025 1* Year 2002 25" Year

2024 3 Year 1994 339 Year

2020 7* Year 1977 50" Year

2014 13" Year 1927 100" Year

2010 17" Year
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Join us for Sunday Service

GOTANYE; May Shotsuki Hoyo; Family Service
Sho San Shiki (Hatsu Mairi); Mother’s Day

Sunday, May 10, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.
Guest Speaker: Rev. Kiyonobu Kawahara, Berkeley BT & IBS

Memorial Day and Family Service
Sunday, May 24, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.

Memorial Day Cemetery Visitations
Monday, May 25, 2026

Elder Creek at 9:00 am; Sacramento Memorial at 9:30 am;
FEast Lawn at 10:30 am

Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada

There will be a luncheon following the service on May 10, 2026 and so in order to
prepare enough for everyone, we ask that you please rsvp to
florinbuddhist@gmail.com by May 6, 2026. Thank you!

** The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or
activities.
In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website at buddhistchurchofflorin.org: Facebook page and

send out a message to our email list.
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Buddhist Church of Florin
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Saturday, July 18, 2026

Hatsubon/Nokotsudo Service 3 pm
Exhibits & Demonstrations 4 pm-7 pm
Snack Bar 4 pm- 7 pm
Sacramento Taiko Dan 7:00 pm
Obon Odori 7:30 pm

Obon Odori Practice: July 7-9 & 14 - 16 at 7 pm

Florin Obon Workshop
July 16 from 5:30 pm
Sponsored by Florin JACL and Buddhist Church of Florin
Limited space so please RSVP if you are planning to attend.
Please email Jenny Takahashi jmtakahashi@me.com.

7235 Pritchard Road, Sacramento, CA 95828
Visit Website at https://www.buddhistchurchofflorin.org
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Buddhist Church of Florin
Governing Board Meeting Highlights
April 9, 2026

» Treasurer Jody Fujii asks that when you submit a donation by check, please clearly print any
information about where to direct your donation so that proper acknowledgement can be
given (with correct spellings).

« |f you make purchases for BCF and want to be reimbursed more quickly, you can submit
your receipts to Jody electronically. Just be sure to submit the hard copy too.

* Foreveryone's safety, Judy Yuki and Ann Tsukamoto are re-stocking the first aid kits in the
kitchen and hall. Thank you, Judy and Ann!

* To attract new members to our temple, especially young adults, Sensei and others are
attempting to reach out to clubs (for example, Japanese clubs) and those in relevant majors,
like religious studies at Sacramento State, UC Davis and the junior colleges. Interested
parties could attend Sensei’s classes (cooking, Buddhist studies, Japanese language) or
temple activities (Obon, or special College outreach nite). If you know of any contacts, or
have other ideas for activities, please contact Sensei (imadabca@gmail.com) or Eric Fujii
(efujiis2@gmail.com)

¢ Sacramento Kendo attended 3 tournaments in March. Eriz Sartiga and Harrison Chu
received Kantosho/Fighting Spirit Awards in the 65" North South Tournament. In the 64"
Anniversary San Jose Kendo Dojo Tournament, Isa Ishida and Kenji Suzuki were awarded
3 place in the Youth 10-12 year old division. Harrison Chu was awarded 2" place in the
Adult Kyu Division. Shinobu Hashimoto Sensei received 1 place in the Women's Senior
Division, and the Youth Kanosho/Fighting Spirit Award was earned by Yu Hashimoto (his
first tournament). Congratulations all!

e Join in on the fun, meet new people, reconnect with old friends, learn something new! See
the Events tab regularly for activities at our temple, other local temples and community
events, as well as BCA activities and announcements. There's always something
happening!

» Check the temple website for updated information on BCF Organizations (BWA, Dharma

School, Kendo, Kyudo Kai, Taiko, etc.) and find information about services, events,
fundraisers and how to donate.

« Read your Wheel of Dharma for the latest BCA news.
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FLORIN’S NOKOTSUDO
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Did you know that the Buddhist Church of Florin has a beautiful Nokotsudo (Columbarium)
located near the Hondo? The cost is reasonable and there are no set visiting hours. You may
visit when it's convenient for you and your family.

Selecting a final resting place is an important step in creating and honoring a family legacy. No
matter what age or level of vitality, it is never too early to establish a place of remembrance for
your family to pay tribute to a special life. This permanent memorial can serve as a touchstone
to all who follow and give one the peace of mind that these details have been decided.

With the Nokotsudo and Hondo in the same location, it allows your family to enjoy temple
activities and to honor and cherish past loved ones. It is a meaningful reminder of all the

precious moments we share with family and friends. It brings the past, present and future
together.

We encourage all of our fellow Buddhist Church of Florin Sangha members and friends, past
and present, to consider our Nokotsudo as their final resting place.

The Nokotsudo Committee has approved a 2026 niche price reduction campaign
running from April 1, 2026, through May 31, 2026. The Regular (Couple) niche will be
reduced by $1,500 and the Large (Extended Family) niche will be reduced by $2,500.
This special offer is only available to Buddhist Church of Florin members.

If you would like information about the Nokotsudo and/or the availability of niches, please

In Gassho.

The Nokotsudo Committee
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CONDOLENCES
The Buddhist Church of Florin extends its deepest sympathies and
condolences to the family members of the loved ones that left our midst to
be with Amida Buddha.
NAMO AMIDA BUTSU

ALMA MURATA
July 12, 1930 to March 24, 2026

STEVE KUBO
June 29, 1950 to April 12, 2026

2026 Membership Dues

Thank you to the following members for their 2026 membership dues received in March/April:

Greg Crandall Myrna Hitomi Cindy & Kenny Kakutani
Gordon & Donna Kunisaki Collen Lopez Donna & Dean Shimozaki
Kimiye Touchi Debra Yamamoto Burt & Carol Yoshioka (monthly)

Please direct membership questions to Susan Takeda at (916) 837-5699 or s.takeda@comcast.net.

The Membership form is available on the website @buddhistchurchofflorin.org/membership/

[=] s (m]

The Buddhist Church of Florin welcomes the following returning/new
members:

Kimiye Touchi

We look forward to seeing you at service and temple functions and hope the BCF
will meet your religious and community desires.
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PR Buddhist Church of Florin Dharma School
i\“:- ' News & Events- May 2026

' N “B.R.A.LD.” — Building Respectful Awareness

Upcoming Dharma Lesson/Activities

2026 Game Day and mini Undokai TBA
2026 Fieldtrip to Lodi Buddhist Church TBA
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May 26 BWA Dana Project
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SACRAMENTO

“m

CRISIS NURSERY IMMEDIATE NEEDS

Baby wipes (scent free)

Diapers size 4, 5 and 6

Clothing sizes 3T and up

Winter Pajamas and Jackets (3T and up)
Eucerin and Aquaphor lotions/ointments
Cantu Kid's hair products

Baby food- Stage 1 and 2 fruits and vegetables
Brushes and Combs

Formula

Medical gloves, latex-free (small, medium, and large)

Crisis Mursery

Owur Crisis Nursery Program provides free
emergency childcare for children age 0-5, as well

as case management services for families during a
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ANNUAL LOTUS-FAM PIC

LOTUS-FAM members in front of one of
the cherry trees which lasts only 5 wks.
each year. (Minus Walt M & Mike K}

Calvin Mach (seen here w/Ben & relative of the
Okamotos) has been coming out to help
for the past 2 weeks (at the time of this writing).

Sharon — Plants starter

Lloyd — Obtained w/Ben
compost/added compost, :
rototilled (during LOTUS & after)}
Harvey/Greg/Ken — Set up
Gary/Sharon — Finishing
touches after hours

GARDEN
PREP

JoAnn Kusaka Head food preparer
Sharon Okamoto  Weekly desserts
Kusakas/Jan T. Mochi senbei, Hawaiian cookies

Darrell Matsuda  Hawaiian Zippy Chilli
Ann Tsukamoto  Chow mein & egg foo young

Judy Yuki Fruits
Tomio Ito Another box of Sees & containers
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Sakura - Cherry Blossoms

The fresh green of early summer reminds us of the

energy of life all around us.

In May, we celebrate Gotan-e, the birth of Shinran

Shonin, the founder of Jodo Shinshu.

The piece we would like to introduce this month
expresses three themes:

Appreciation, Realization, and Transformation.

Through the warmth of the wood, we can feel a
quiet but steady sense of change.

In our daily lives, we experience many things.
Sometimes, we suddenly notice something we
had taken for granted. This is realization.

As we begin to notice, we may also begin to feel
thankful. We receive what is given to us, and
this becomes appreciation. Through this process
of realization and appreciation, our way of
seeing and living slowly begins to change. This
is transformation.

Shinran Shonin also went through this path. He
deeply realized his own limitations, and through
that realization, he encountered the working of
Amida Buddha.

By receiving that compassion, his life was
transformed. These three themes in this
artwork are not only for special people. They
are already present in our everyday lives.

On this occasion of Gotan-e, we hope this piece
helps us reflect on how we are also slowly
changing through realization and appreciation
in our own lives.
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Cooking

MAY 24 AT BCF

JAPANESE
LEARNING | [ESoeita

Learn from home

EVERY 4TH THURSDAY

7,00 PM
ON ZOOM imadabca@gmail.com
To prepare enough ingredients, please RSVP.
RSVP NOW Please bring your own apron, thank you!

This class is free of charge.

imadabca@gmail.com &
Donations are greatly appreciated.
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BUDDHIST CHURCH OF FLORIN

GOLF TOURNAMENT

Includes 18 holes of GOLF, CART, RANGE BALLS, MULLIGANS,
MIRACLE PUTT, SNACK GOODIE BAG, SOMEN & SAKE!

WHEN: Thursday - June &, 2026 WHERE: Teal Bend Golf Club
8:00AM Shotgun (Check-in starts at 7:00AM)

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT must be received by MAY 28th, 2026

A) SAME LOW PRICE! TELL US WHO IS GOLFING:
#1 $95.00
#2 $95.00
#3 $95.00
#4 $95.00

B) PROVIDE YOUR GROUP’S CONTACT INFO (one email & phone number:

C) REGISTER AND PAY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING WAYS: Elp 0|
1) ONLINE: Use QR Cede to register and make ONE total payment for F '
your group. [m] i i

2) CHECK: Made payable to Buddhist Church of Florin. Mail registration
form and check(s) to E.Fujii 325 34th Street, Sacramento 95816 (mail or drop in door

mail slot. DO NOT mail to the church)

3) VENMO: Complete and mail registration form to E.Fujii 325 34th Street, Sac, 95816;
And Venmo total payment for your group fo: @Elizabeth-Fujii-3.

D) OTHER STUFF:
+ Format: Individual play 2-person Blind-Draw

+ Single players & twosomes are welcome; will be matched with other players.
* Need more info? Contact Eric Fujii at efujii52@gmail.com or cell (916) 955 1954
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Buddhist Church of Florin
Annual Dharma Schoo|
Camping Trip |
Come join the Buddhist Church of Florin
at its annual camping trip!!!

When: July 23-26, 2026
Where: Donner Memorial State
Camp grounds

Things to Do:
Biking, fishing, swimming,
campfire with family style meals
prepared by our camp chefs and
most of all lots of fun, fun, and
more fun!

A I

To reserve a spot, please call or text:

Kenny Teranishi @ 916-717-0297, Craig Shijo @ 916-206-

8508, Sharon Arase @ 916-549-40 by July 4, 2026.
Important: There are a limited number of camp sites:

therefore. please make your reservation(s) by the deadline
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Join us for a d:

dharma, makmg new 10l

having fun. This is open to
everyone of all ages!

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF STOCKTON
2820 Shimizu Dr. Stockton, CA 95203

2026.10.10
9 AM -3 PM

SAVE THE DATE!!!
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7 DHARMA
N FIELDTRIP

SUNDAY, MAY 31

Dharma School and Sanga Fieldtrip to Buddhist Church
of Lodi 23N. Stockton Street 95240. Service begins at
10am. Please RSVP, as well as if you need to carpool to
Judy Yuki at jnmyuki@gmail.com or 916-826-5606.
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GRAB A PARTNER:

15 Pance Gt Y
m : Taught by

Shirley Frice,
Valerie Yotsuya &
Kerry Wong

Saturday, May 16,2026, 11:00 am —12:00 pm

Participants in this Zoom webinar will learn
a selection of Bon Odori “partner” dances
created in California’s San Joaquin Valley
during the 1950s and 1960s. Taught by
dance instructors from Stockton -and
Cortez.

Registration at https:/bit.ly/BonDance42 or QRC

Presented by the BCA Bon Odori/Taike Subcommittee and Center for Buddhist Education
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